Texts utilized: 

Holy Bible – Revised Standard Version

Catechism of the Catholic Church:  As stated at the beginning of the Catechism by Pope John Paul II, regarding the Catechism, “I declare it to be a sure norm for teaching the faith and thus a valid and legitimate instrument for ecclesiastical communion…it may be a sure and authentic reference text for teaching Catholic doctrine…” (CCC page 5) 

“Trial, Tribulation & Triumph – Before, During and After Antichrist” by Desmond A. Birch (1996)  [TTT]

From TTT and other sources, Traditional exegesis of Church Fathers and Doctors, and private prophecy, subject to constraints stated below.

Brief description of those quoted (not from biblical, council documents, the catechism, Catholic Encyclopedia sources):

Due to the volume of sources, this is quite lengthy.  But information on the individuals will not be presented during the summary, so it is beneficial to have the list here for reference.

Monk Adson: 10th Century.  Famous chronicler of many Saints.  Born approx. 930 AD.  French scholar.  Instructs based on Tradition.

Bishop Christianos Ageda: 12th century.  Private revelation.

Sister Agnes: Stigmatic nun (member of the Handmaids of the Eucharist).  20th Century, 1980s.  Received visions of Our Lady and her guardian angel in Akita, Japan.  Attested to by her Bishop.  Officially approved by proper Church authority. Private revelation.

Sister Elena Aiello: 20th century. Founder of the Calabrians, an Italian order of nuns.  She was a stigmatic.  Private revelation.

St. Ambrose: 4th century Bishop in Italy.  He converted St. Augustine.  Father and Doctor of the Church.  

St. Anselm: 11th Century.  Scholar, theologian, philosopher.  Born 1034.  Became Benedictine monk 1060, Prior in 1063, Abbot in 1078.  Eventually became Archbishop of Canterbury.  Doctor of the Church.  Instructed based on Tradition.

Brother Anthony of Aachen: 19th century.  Private revelation.

St. Thomas Aquinas: Greatest systematic theologian in Church history. Doctor of the Church.  Gave us the Summa Theologica, among other writings.  Instructed based on understanding of Tradition.

St. Augustine:  Father and Doctor of the Church.  Primarily early 5th century.  Bishop of Hippo (North Africa), wrote voluminously – one of history’s most brilliant apologists and theologians.  Wrote Confession, City of God, among others. Instructed based on Tradition and personal study, not private revelation.

St. Thomas a’Becket: 12th Century.  Friend of King Henry II, was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury by King Henry, who believed he could manipulate the Church because of their friendship.  Becket resisted, however, and was martyred.  Quotes here are private revelation.

St. Robert Bellarmine: 1542-1621. The last Doctor to specialize in extensive study of eschatology, and write about Antichrist.  One of the most learned and broadly/deeply read scholars in Church history.  Had a near-photographic memory.  Advised several Popes.  Instructed on the basis of scholarship and Tradition.

Sr. Bertina Bouquillon: The nursing nun of Belay.  Born in 1800, France, died 1850.  Received the stigmata, had charism of prophecy.

St. Don Bosco: 19th century.  Confidant of Pope Pius IX.  Founded the Salesian Order.  Died 1888.  Famous for prophetic dreams.  Foresaw the work of his order in South America.  Described the territory from a vision in a dream, with geographical details unknown at the time.  Private revelation.

St. Bridget of Sweden: 14th Century.  One of greatest mystics in Church history.  Married and had 8 children.  Found order of nuns after her husband died, the Briggitines.  Died 1373.  Canonized 1391.  Pope Urban VI encouraged distribution of her revelations.  Subsequent Popes blessed them as well.  Private revelation.

St. Caesar of Arles: 6th Century.  Father of the Church.  Battled the heresy of Semi-Pelagianism, presided over Second Council of Orange in 529 AD.  Private revelation.

Melanie Calvat: 19th Century.  Seeress of LaSalette [Our Lady of LaSalette is an approved apparition].  Private revelation.

Venerable Isabel Canori-Mora: 1774-1825.  Italy.  Joined Third Order of Franciscan Trinitarians.  Known for predictions of current events, known also for miraculous cures. Freed the future Pope Pius IX from epilepsy, a disease which had kept him from entering the Priesthood.  Private revelation.

St. Caspar Del Bufalo: 19th Century.  Canonized 1954.  Founded Order of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood.  Responsible for many miraculous cures.  Private revelation.

St. Cataldus: 7th Century.  Irish Monk, approx 680 AD.  Became Bishop of Taranto.  Private Revelation.

St. John Chrysostom: 4th Century.  “The Golden Mouth.” Father and Doctor of the Church. Instructs based on Tradition, not private revelation.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem: Bishop of Jerusalem 350 AD, Father and Doctor of the Church.  Instructs based on Tradition, not private prophecy.

St. John Damascene: Born approx. 674, died somewhere past 743.  Doctor of the Church and last of the Fathers.  One of the greatest Saints and scholars of the age.  Wrote “Orthodox Faith.”  Instructed based on Tradition.

Didache: Second century document of the early Church.  Tradition.

Blessed Dionysius of Leutzenburg: 17th century.  Celebrated German Carthusian preacher.  Wrote 150 volumes, including “Life of Antichrist” and “The Last Things.”  His right thumb and forefinger are preserved incorrupt.  Wrote based on Tradition.

The Ecstatic of Tours: 19th century.  Nun from Tours, France.  1882, her spiritual director published her revelations without revealing her name.  Private revelation.

St. Edward the Confessor:  11th Century.  In 1066, received private revelation on his death bed.

Venerable Anna-Katerina Emmerick: 18th century.  Augustinian nun.  Born in Germany 1774, died 1824.  Suffered much.  Bore the stigmata.  Lived on the Blessed Sacrament alone for many years.  Private revelation.

St. Ephraem: Father and Doctor (4th/5th Centuries).  Syrian Deacon.  Titled “Harp of the Holy Spirit.”  Taught based on Tradition, not private revelation.

Our Lady of Fatima:  Beginning on May 13, 1917, continuing through October 13, 1917 (once per month) Christ’s Mother appeared in Fatima, Portugal to three small children (Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta) and gave them messages that were to be revealed to the world at different times.  These apparitions are one of the most universally accepted and recognized of any by the Church.  The final apparition was accompanied by a “miracle of the sun” that was witnessed by 70,000 from devout faithful to atheists.  

St. Vincent Ferrer: 14th century.  Died 1419.  Publicly honored as greatest Canon lawyer of his time, and great theologian.  Had gift of tongues.  Responsible for many healings (blind, deaf, sick).  Responsible for many prophecies and miracles.  Private revelation.

St. Francis of Paula: 15th Century.  Founder of Order of Minims.  Born in Italy in 1416.  Known for miracles, including 7 raisings of the dead and many cures.  Foretold capture of Otranto by the Turks in 1480 and its subsequent recovery by the King of Naples.  Was gifted with discernment of the state of a person’s soul.  Private prophecy.

Capuchin Friar: 18th Century – not specified as to name, but preserved in the library, dated 1776.  Private revelation.

Rudolph Gekner: 17th Century.  Wrote “The Waves of the Mystical Bark.”  Private revelation.

Old German Prophecy: Unattributed.  Quoted here in the context of other prophecies. Private revelation.

Pope St. Gregory the Great: 6th century.  Father and Doctor of the Church.  Great scholar. 

St. Louis-Marie Grignion De Montfort: 18th Century. Private revelation.

Message of Heede: Our Lady appeared in Heede, Germany starting in 1937 and ending in 1940, to four little girls – Anna Schulte, Greta and Maria Gauseforth and Susanna Bruns.   In 1945, the apparitions were from Our Lord.  This is not a Church-approved apparition, but the Bishop and Diocese approved the supernatural character of the visions.

St. Hilary: Doctor of the Church.  Instructed based on Tradition.

St. Hildegard: 12th Century.  One of the strongest of the private prophets.  Born 1099 AD.  Had miraculous visions from age 3.  At age five, joined a Benedictine convent.  Responsible for numerous cures.  Could neither read nor write until given instructions to write her prophecies, at which point she could write fluently in Latin.  Multiple Popes sought her directly for advice, as well as many bishops and archbishops, Kings, teachers, etc.  Private revelation.

St. Hippolytus:  Bishop of the early Church, suffered martyrdom in 235. Instructed based on Tradition.

Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser: 17th Century.  Born in Germany, 1613.  Priest, ecclesiastical writer, founder of religious community.  Theologian.  Served under several Bishops.  Prolific writer, including “Apocalypsin” and “Visions.”  Foresaw execution of King Charles I.  Also foretold the banning of Mass in England for 120 years – which came true to the year (1658 – 1778).  Private Revelation.

St. Irenaeus: SubApostolic Father of the Church, late in second century.  Learned from St. Polycarp, who had been instructed by St. John the Apostle.  Wrote a defining five-book “Against Heresies” set addressing the heresies of the time (and continue to rear their head).  Did not have private revelation.  Any end-time instruction is of Tradition.

St. Jerome: Father and Doctor of the Church.  A most influential historian and Scripture scholar of the early Church.  Translated the Bible from Greek to Latin beginning in 382 AD (the Vulgate).  Wrote a commentary on the Book of Daniel. Instructed based on Tradition, not private revelation.

Brother John of the cleft rock: 14th century.  Private revelation.

John of Vatiguerro: 13th century.

Father Herman Kramer: Perhaps the best 20th century English speaking author on the Apocalypse.  Theologian, chancellor of his diocese, could read/write fluently in seven languages.  Wrote “The Book of Destiny.”  Comments due to eschatological study and understanding of Tradition.

Father Pere Lamy: 1855-1931.  French mystic and parish priest.  Ishop referred to him as “another Cure of Ars.”  Private revelation.

Sister Lucia: The oldest seer of Fatima, who survived the flu outbreak shortly after the apparitions occurred and lived into her 90s.  She received a few additional messages.  The other two seers did not live long, as foretold by Our Lady in the apparitions.

St. Malachy:  12th century.  Irish Saint.  Private Revelation.

Palma Maria: 19th Century.  Italian woman born 1825.  Widowed age 28.  Received stigmata.  Lived on the Blessed Sacrament alone for last 10 years of her life.  Predicted many local affairs.  Private revelation.

Sister Marianne: 19th Century.  Lived in the convent of the Ursulines in Blois.  Prophesied the fall of Napoleon, and his brief return from the Island of Elba, the restoration of the Bourbon Dynasty, and the French Revolutions.  Private revelation.

Venerable Sor Marianne de Jesus Torres:  17th Century.  Quito, Ecuador.  Born in 1563, died 1635.  Foundress of the Franciscan convent of the Immaculate Conception.  Predicted the exact date of the death of the Bishop of Quito over 2 years in advance.  Predicted the exact date of her death 25 years in advance.  Predicted the end of Ecuador as a Spanish colony, in a little over 2 centuries.  Foretold punishments of the 20th century due to heresy, blasphemy, and impurity.  Received visions from Our Lady of Good Success.  Private revelation.

Blessed Mary of Jesus Crucified: 19th Century.  Foundress of Carmelite convent at Bethlehem.  The “Little Arab.”  Died 1878. Beatified by Pope John Paul II.  Private Revelation.

Father Balthassar Mas: 17th century.  Private revelation.

Rabanus Maurus: 9th Century.  Not a prophet, but a chronicler of prophecy and Oral Tradition, and instructed on this basis.

Sister Mechtilde of Hefta: 13th Century.  Not canonized, but still referred to as a Saint in many Catholic reference works. Born approx. 1210, died 1285.  A mystic, many believe her revelations influenced Dante’s “Divine Comedy.” Private revelation.

St. Methodius: 4th Century.  Bishop and ecclesiastical author.  Died a martyr, est. 311 AD.  Private revelation.

Bug De Milhaus: Died 1848 (nearly 100 years old).  Known for his holiness.  Many predictions were fulfilled.  Private revelation.

Father Nectou: 18th Century.  Jesuit Provincial in France.  Prophesied suppression of the Jesuits well before it occurred.    Responsible for miracles of healing.  Foretold the French Revolution.  Died 1777.  Private revelation.  

Cardinal Newman: One of the greatest minds in the Church in recent centuries.  Wrote “Development of Christian Doctrine.”  Instructs based on Tradition.

St. Nicholas of Fluh: 15th century.  Canonized by Pope Pius XII in 1947.  Laymen with wife and ten children.  Native of Switzerland.  Through his intervention, literally saved the Swiss from self-annihilation in their civil wars.  Lived on the Blessed Sacrament alone for over the last 20 years of his life.  Performed public miracles.  He predicted the exact day of his own death (his 70th birthday) over 20 years in advance.  Predicted the rise of the Protestant revolt in Switzerland for a time shortly after his death.  Private revelation.

Werdin D’Otrante: 13th Century. Abbot of monastery in Otranto, Italy.  Died 1279.  Private revelation.

Pope Pius IX: 19th century.  Private revelation.

Pope St. Pius X: 20th century.  Famous for encyclicals against the modernist heresy.  Died 1914.  Private revelation.

Prophecy of Premol: 5th Century.  Unattributed, but well known in the early Church.  Private revelation.

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger: Prefect for the Congregation of the Divine Faith under Pope John Paul II, before being elected Pope Benedict XVI.  Instructed based on personal study and Tradition, not private revelation.

Bernardt Rembordt: 18th century.  Private revelation.

St. Remigius: 5th Century.  Bishop in France, late 400s.  Private Revelation.

Brother Louis Rocco: 19th Century.

Jeanne le Royer: 18th Century.  Sister of the Nativity.  Born 1731 in France.  Became nun in 1755.  Entered Monastery of St. Clare of Fougeres.  Totally illiterate.  Foretold French Revolution.  Private Revelation.

Abbe Souffrand: 19th century, died 1828.  Private revelation.

Saint Anna-Maria Taigi: 19th Century.  Confidant of several Popes, adviser to Pius IX.  Mystic.  Accurately predicted the deaths of several Roman prelates, and numerous major historical events.  Foretold the abdication of Charles IV, the fall of Napoleon, the exact date of the liberation of Pope Pius VII, the death of the Father General of the Trinitarian Order assassinated by Napoleon’s troops, the election of Cardinal Mastai as Pius IX.  She prophesied the exact day of Napoleon’s death.  Foretold that, a day after her death, a plague would break out in Rome, and her children would escape.  This occurred.  Canonized by Pope John Paul II.  Private revelation.

St. John Vianney:  The Cure of Ars.  19th Century.  Died 1859.  Official patron Saint of all parish Priests in the Catholic Church.  His miracles in France were famous.  Private revelation.

Evaluation of Prophecy:

(1) Scripture and Tradition are primary.  Most evident Tradition is the Catechism.  But very few points of eschatology are actually addressed in the Catechism.

(2) There are additional Traditional teachings under certain conditions: “Fathers… are of supreme authority whenever they all interpret in one and the same manner any text of the Bible, as pertaining to the doctrine of faith and morals; for their unanimity clearly evinces that such interpretation has come down from the Apostles as a matter of Catholic faith.” (Providentissimus Deus, Pope Leo XIII)   The Church Fathers speak quite a bit on eschatological issues.

(3) Private prophecy – careful discernment is needed; best to focus on events that have received approbation from the Church, or from sources that have received recognition from the Church (ie. From Saints, blessed, venerable, or those having received approbation from a local bishop in the event that the Church has not completed its review).  Attention should be limited to those prophecies in concord with Church teachings.

Inspiration of Catholic Tradition

Birch presents an apologetic series of arguments in favor of the Catholic view of Tradition.  This summary will not address that topic in great detail.  A few important elements are mentioned here to further explain why certain passages are important in relation to prophecy.  The first building point is a quote from Vatican II’s Dei Verbum, “Tradition transmits in its entirety the word of God which has been entrusted to the Apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit.”   This quote is provided to emphasize importance.  The second point is to recognize that oral Tradition is actually referred to in Scripture, 2 Thess 2:15 – “So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught by us either by word or by letter.”

The reason this is important is because early Church Fathers wrote substantially regarding the end times, and it was presented as passed down by the Apostles in oral fashion.  Without an acceptance of the importance of Tradition, these may be dismissed.  St. Paul tells us this was a subject of his preaching, in 2 Thess 2:5, while discussing the very subject of the end times, he states “Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you this?”   Jude also points toward oral teaching in this area in Jude 17-18, “But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; they said to you “In the last time there will be scoffers following their own ungodly passions.”

Birch delivers a comprehensive argument, as do others.  For this summary, the above will suffice.  The importance here is to support the use of the writings of the early Fathers.   But not everything written by every person can be considered authoritative.  So there are Four Elements of Tradition, as described by Fr. Hardon in the 1974 “Catechism of the Catholic Church”:

(1) Professions of faith (Apostles Creed / Nicene Creed)

(2) Church’s Liturgy, and unvarying practices since apostolic times

(3) The writings of the ancient Fathers when universally teaching the same doctrine

(4) Archeological monuments testifying to what Christians believed and how they worshipped over the centuries

All is to be considered in the context of unity with Rome and the magesterium.  This is particularly important in quotes from the early Fathers.  Therefore the quote by Pope Leo XIII in Providentissimus Deus stated above is critical. The Catholic Encyclopedia on this subject points out that unanimity is not destroyed by the silence of some Fathers.  Open denial of the correctness of others’ interpretations does, however, destroy unanimity.

It is in this context that the Fathers are granted considerable say in the interpretation of the Last Days.  Most of these are not prophetic statements by the Fathers themselves, but a transmission of their understanding of Christ’s prophecies more fully explained.

Many of the Church Father writings also extend to an argument in favor of Tradition.  In fact, at the time the Gospels themselves were considered “Tradition,” as they had not yet been designated as Scripture.  This will not be covered here, but is dealt with in TTT, as is the point that the actual defined Canon of Scripture is itself Tradition.  He also discusses interesting points that explain why much of the teachings of the Apostles and their disciples were purposely not written down during the time of the persecution of the early Church (and for other reasons as well).  Birch also explains in detail the importance of the magisterial and papal role in preserving and handing on Tradition.  But it is vitally important to note that most Tradition has not been formally declared as De Fide, even thought it is accepted as such.  De Fide declarations are generally made specifically to combat prevalent heresy, or to clarify confusion in a matter.

Who is a Church Father?

Men who were trained directly by one or more of the Apostles are the Apostolic Fathers.  These men then trained the SubApostolic Fathers, who then taught Fathers.  “Fathers” were designated as such through particular witness, writings, and teachings, as well as their general orthodoxy in teaching.  Many of them were Bishops.

Many of their writings have been preserved.  In some cases, texts that have not been preserved are quoted in other Fathers’ writings.   There are some early Church documents whose authorship is unknown, but its use as an early authoritative document is well known (e.g. the Didache).

Acceptance of Private Prophecy

Scripture and the Church have confirmed the charism of private prophecy.  Acts 2:17-18 (referencing Joel) – “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; yea, and on my menservants and maidservants in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.”  

Vatican I: Nevertheless, God has been pleased to supply, besides the interior aids of the Holy Spirit, external evidence of his revelation, namely divine acts, especially miracles and prophecies.

Birch provides other statements from Doctors of the Church that demonstrates Church acceptance of the gift of prophecy as a legitimate charism.

The role of Private Prophecy as a matter of Faith

Private prophecy can never be given the same “de Fide” stamp that public revelation receives.  The faithful are encouraged to consider and prayerfully discern these things, particularly those approved by the Church, but are not required to accept them as doctrine.  Caution is particularly needed with private prophecy that has not received formal approbation from the Church.  All private prophecy needs to be anchored in public revelation.  Should a message be contrary to Church doctrine, it should be seriously questioned.

Purpose of Private Prophecy

St. Thomas Aquinas (Summa Theologica, Pt. II-II, Q. 172 Art. 4) asserts: For prophecy, like other gratuitous graces is given for the good of the Church.  Cardinal Lambertini, who would later become Pope Benedict XIV, agreed with this.  As Pope, he recognized the revelations of Blessed Hildegarde, St. Bridget, and St. Catherine of Siena.   

St. Thomas boils down the purpose of private prophecy.  “…at all times there have not been lacking persons having the spirit of prophecy, not indeed for the declaration of any new doctrine of faith, but for the direction of human acts.”  (Summa, ibid)

Benefits of such study

Eschatological knowledge gives us hope.  When understood properly, prophecy in Scripture and Tradition fill a psychological need.  While certain prophecies in themselves seem horrible, the ultimate message is that of divine mercy, appropriate justice, and ultimate victory over evil.  As for the direction of human acts, if people respond positively to prophecy, (recalling Ninevah’s reaction to Jonah, for example) that is an obvious benefit.

Types of Prophecy

Much of prophecy is conditional.  One can think of conditional prophecy as an “If – Then” statement, where the condition is a desired action or state of the heart of people in the world.   For example, at Fatima it was prophesied that unless many people say their Daily Rosary and sinners cease offending the Lord, that Russia would spread her errors.  This suggest that, had enough people changed their hearts and put into action Our Lady’s requests, the second World War may have been averted.  IF this occurred, then Mary’s prophecy regarding the start of the war may not have come to fruition.  This would not have discredited the prophecy, because it was intentionally conditional.   The effect of conditional prophecy is that certain things may not come to pass if the directives given are complied with.   This is important to consider, and can be confusing at times, when it is not realized that a prophecy is conditional.   Nearly all prophecies (in particular, private prophecies) are conditional in some way.  An entire prophecy may be eliminated through God’s mercy and our cooperation with His grace, it may be mitigated, or it may be delayed.  Perhaps one reason why dates are not given in private prophecy is that the Lord constantly holds out His mercy, and we have a say in the matter.

However, some prophecies are not conditional (other than perhaps their timing).  The Church recognizes that Christ will return at some point.  There will be an Antichrist.  There will be a final apostasy that leads up to the Antichrist.  Israel will be converted.  These are unconditional as to occurrence, but their timing is under God’s direction and may depend on our own cooperation with God’s grace.

St. Thomas Aquinas classifies three timelines of prophecy: (1) Those which make known “hidden things of the past” (2) those which explain contemporary events, and (3) prophecy of future events.  This third category is broken down into (a) prophecy of predestination – the non-conditional events that God sees present in eternity and which is sure to occur, and (b) prophecy of foreknowledge – events revealed, but which depend on free will response.  Nearly all of conditional prophecy fits in some way into this second class, although as stated above, much prophecy is a mixture of the two.

Is it OK for us to look for signs of the times?

Matthew 24: 36: “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”  -  Jesus is referring to His Second Coming.  This is important as we discuss prophecy referring to the very end of time.  This does not suggest that we cannot tell when the signs are NOT evident, nor does it suggest that we cannot see exactly when other events are about to take place or have taken place.  For example, to Christians steeped in prophecy, the Antichrist would be recognizable.  There is value in studying it and discussing it, because we are given warnings to heed and signs to look for.  It is irresponsible to ignore these things, but at the same time one should not engage in unhealthy conjecture.  As in most things, a proper balance is needed.

Types of Signs

Signs are normally divided into two types: Proximate and remote.  Remote: something prophesied to occur sometime prior to another prophesied event (e.g., the rise and break-up of a Roman Empire prior to Antichrist).  Proximate: something that occurs immediately before or concurrent with another prophesied event (the rise of a False Prophet who prepares the world for the arrival of Antichrist).  

Taking a critical look at the end times

Preparing and looking at the signs of the times does not mean grasping at every straw.  Especially with modern private prophecies, careful discernment and consideration is needed.   Birch warns against an actual selfish attitude of expectation that we live in the age of the end of the world.   There is appeal in seeing divine justice administered.  The peril is that we fail to hope for every person’s conversion, regardless of where they are at now.  It also removes a certain responsibility from our shoulders – we can hunker down and wait out the last few years rather than carry on God’s work, whatever that may be.   In understanding prophecy and looking at signs, we need to balance it properly, such as with the story of the monk who was tilling the monastery’s garden for two hours a day:  When asked what he would do if he knew Christ was returning, he replied that he would continue to till the garden.  It was what his superiors asked, it was his responsibility to those around him, and until the Lord came, he would carry out the work on earth that he was called to do.  

Birch focuses on Church-approved apparitions, Church-recognized individuals (venerables, blessed, saints and some others recognized as trustworthy sources) and the opinions of the Church Fathers, who most often speak as teachers of Tradition rather than bearers of private revelation.  That is essentially the list at the beginning of this summary.

Potential Error in Private Prophecy

Private revelation of any kind can never be elevated to the level of Scripture and Tradition.  We do not have a guarantee of inerrancy.  Potential errors could be due to different reasons, and all of us should use discernment when evaluating private prophecy.  (1) Private prophecy may not be authentic due to (a) fraud, (b) impersonation of evil spirits, or (c) a person’s overactive imagination.  (2) Private prophecy may be authentic, but errors can occur due to misunderstanding/miscommunication on the part of the seer.  Finally, (3) conditional privacy may not be in error, but if the conditions are met then prophesied events may not occur, or may only be partially fulfilled.

Birch stresses the importance of using the most authoritative and trusted sources.  He also cautions about certain signs of authenticity: (1) Will the prophet obey when silenced by competent Church authority?  Those that do are trusting that God will provide a means to get the message out in His way in His time. (2) Has there been a wish for prophecy?  This could indicate overactive imagination.  (3) Does the prophet remain calm in the face of revelation?  (4) Does the recipient remain open to the idea that it could be delusion?  Legitimate prophets are usually aware that this could be the case. (5) Has a prophet attempted to profit from the charism?  (6) Do the predictions generally come true?  Keeping in mind potential misunderstandings occur and some prophecies are conditional, this is still a valid consideration. (7) Is there anything that is inconsistent with Church teaching? (8) Is the prophet of sound mind? (9) Understanding that God can work through anyone, and St. Thomas observes that even evil people can prophesy, one consideration is still whether or not the prophet leads a morally upright life. (10) Should any Church authority express reservations, and these reservations not be overruled by higher Church authority, then prudence is greatly cautioned.  

Birch focuses on the most common themes among his sources.  In the end, the totality and the consistency of the messages are convincing.

Higher Critics in modern times

In TTT, Birch spends a great deal of time (90 pages!) discussing how modern theological thought that is heretical and directly contrary to both Scripture and Tradition have permeated higher learning institutions and seminaries.   As a result, many of our clergy were ill-formed, and professors are teaching falsehood.  This summary will not delve deeply into these criticisms, but Birch goes into great detail.   One may wonder what this has to do with prophecy.  Birch’s reason for doing this is to set the stage for prophecies that directly address a falling away of proper Church teaching, and the raising of silly questions simply for the sake of questioning nearly everything held sacred.   Birch shows that most of the heretical claims are nothing new in our time. They are the same heresies condemned throughout the centuries.  Technology today, though, allows for rampant speculation and the spreading of ancient heresies as something new.  

His focus is on a few very influential such theologians: (1) Karl Rahner, (2) Teilhard de Chardin, (3) Hans Kung, (4) Schillebeeckx, (5) Father Raymond Brown.  All have a confusing array of positions, and in general their later works are most problematic.

Among Birch’s list of issues:

(1) modernist versions of the view of Tradition, and a near-reliance on “Scripture alone” theology in Catholic circles, including actual attempts to have Tradition essentially denied as a source of Revelation at the Second Vatican Council (which obviously did not succeed).  

(2) Many higher critics claim the Fathers had no sense of history, dismissing a linear view of historic development.

(3) Questioning historicity of Biblical accounts of our Lord’s miracles and prophecies

a. Openly question whether or not Jesus predicted the fall of Jerusalem

(4) Questioning miracles performed by the Apostles

(5) Questioning the historicity of the New Testament

(6) Questioning the charism of prophecy

(7) Questioning divine intervention in human history

(8) Claims that Jesus “probably didn’t know He was God until He died on the cross”

(9) Suggestions by the higher critics that those who disagree and actually believe what the Church teaches are mere simpletons

(10) An attempt to make rational all mysteries of the faith

a. Rahner:  The theology of the future must be a demythologizing theology… propositions such as “there are three persons in one God”, “God sent His Son into the world”, “We are saved by the blood of Christ” are purely and simply incomprehensible to modern man, if they remain in the ancient style of theology… they make the same impression as the pure mythology in a religion of times past. (Gethsemane)

(11) Ascendance theology: claim that God did not descend to become man, but man ascended to become God (a direct challenge to the doctrine of the Incarnation)

(12) Confusion on the definition and function of grace

(13) Questioning the definition of “inspiration”

(14) Questioning the Church’s definitions of Articles of Faith

(15) Historic Imminentism – what was theologically true for man in the past does not necessarily apply for men of later generations

(16) Denial or questioning of any number of Marian Doctrines

The impact of such “higher criticism” has directly revealed itself in a lack of faith, devotion, and unreasonable questioning of basic doctrines of all shapes and sizes, from people in the pews to Priests.  Again, the reason this discussion was important is in the context of prophetic statements relating to the faith of our times.  For a full understanding of the depth of the issue, see TTT.

Prophecies regarding the 20th Century

Fatima, 2nd apparition:

Lucia: "Will you take us to heaven?" 

Our Lady: "Yes, I shall take Jacinta and Francisco soon, but you will remain a little longer, since Jesus wishes you to make me known and loved on earth. He wishes also for you to establish devotion in the world to my Immaculate Heart.” [Jacinta and Francisco died within two years of the apparitions from the influenza outbreak.  Lucia lived into her 90s. The devotion to Our Lady of Fatima and the Immaculate Heart of Mary has spread worldwide.]

Fatima, 3rd apparition

Our lady: “This war will end, but if men do not refrain from offending God, another and more terrible war will begin during the pontificate of Pius XI. When you see a night that is lit by a strange and unknown light, you will know it is the sign God gives you that He is about to punish the world with war and with hunger, and by the persecution of the Church and the Holy Father.  [January 26, 1938, the New York Times: "The Aurora Borealis rarely seen in Southern or Western Europe spread fear in parts of Portugal and lower Austria tonight while thousands of Britons were brought running into the streets in wonderment." Within a couple months, Hitler absorbed Austria and later Czechoslovakia: the de facto start of World War II.  This was during the reign of Pius XI.]

Our Lady: To prevent this, I shall come to the world to ask that Russia be consecrated to my Immaculate Heart, and I shall ask that on the First Saturday of every month Communions of reparation be made in atonement for the sins of the world. If my wishes are fulfilled, Russia will be converted and there will be peace; if not, then Russia will spread her errors throughout the world, bringing new wars and persecution of the Church; the good will be martyred and the Holy Father will have much to suffer; certain nations will be annihilated. But in the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, and she will be converted, and the world will enjoy a period of peace. In Portugal the faith will always be preserved.  [This message was given a few months after Lenin arrived in a Russia, still nominally 'Christian' at the time. A final vision (following one in 1925 and 1926) on June 13, 1929 told her that the time had come for the consecration to take place by the Holy Father. Russia was not consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and few responded to the message of Our Lady: the slaughters of the Communists in Russia, World War II and the Cold War ensued.

Pope John Paul II on March 25, 1984 (after previous attempted consecrations of 1982 and 1983): "So we have wanted to choose this Sunday, the third Sunday of Lent of the year 1984, still within the Holy Year of the Redemption, for the act of entrusting, of consecrating the world, the great human family, all peoples, especially those in such need of this consecration, this entrustment." While the Holy Father did not specifically mention Russia verbally, he later shared that Russia was encompassed by “the world” and that he internally focused on that nation during the consecration.  Sister Lucia said that God had accepted the consecration. One year later, in March 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev became the leader of the Soviet Union, and under his term Communist Russian policies in Europe collapsed.

Sister Lucia, in one of the later visions, was told that the consecration will be accomplished, but “It will be too late; Russia will already have spread her errors throughout the world.”

Sister Lucia, in 1984 after Pope John Paul II consecrated Russia: The consecration will have an effect, but it is too late.

Nobody would argue that we have embarked on a peace of the magnitude of a “Triumph of the Immaculate Heart.”  This is likely a combination of (1) A lack of cooperation in the conditions of the prophecy -  the Faithful saying the Rosary, First Saturday Communions of Reparation (2) not enough bishops joined the Holy Father in the Consecration, or (3) it was performed too late to totally avoid the predicted results.   There may well have been amelioration due to the consecration failed to completely negate prophetic events.  

Fatima, the third secret, revealed by Pope John Paul II in 2000
Lucia’s letter: “at the left of Our Lady and a little above, we saw an Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames that looked as though they would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with the splendor that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand: pointing to the earth with his right hand, the Angel cried out in a loud voice: ‘Penance, Penance, Penance!'. And we saw in an immense light that is God: ‘something similar to how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it’ a Bishop dressed in White ‘we had the impression that it was the Holy Father'. Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree with the bark; before reaching there the Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the mountain, on his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the same way there died one after another the other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious, and various lay people of different ranks and positions. Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels each with a crystal aspersorium in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were making their way to God.”  [Included here as a 20th Century Prophecy, due to the interpretation given by Pope John Paul II.  It was his belief that Our Lady’s guiding hand preserved him from death by the bullet of the assassin on May 13, 1981 (Anniversary of the first Apparition of Our Lady).  This was a conditional prophecy, and Pope John Paul II’s consecration of Russia may have limited the events outlined in the third secret.  Perhaps the staying of the angel’s hand is in fact prophetic of the actual consecration.  It is also possible that due to the reasons given prior, full chastisement was merely postponed, and there is future meaning, especially in light of other Catholic prophecy.  This will be reviewed later in that context.  It may also be that only part of this message refers to Pope John Paul II, while there is still much prophetic content relating to future events.  In this summary, I do not suggest in any way that the Holy Father’s interpretation is incorrect, but also present the text later in the context of other prophecies regarding a chastisement to come.]

Sister Bertina Bouquillon, 1828-30: The beginning of the last period of the world will not occur in the nineteenth, but the twentieth century.  [The last period is not given a timeline.  It could last a short time, or centuries.  Thus, we cannot conclude an imminent end in sight even if this prophecy is true.  What the last period will encompass, however, is a leading up into a great chastisement (although this is called the “minor” chastisement because it is not the final one – and this chastisement is conditional and could be averted or alleviated) that gives rise to a great King, Pope, and an age of peace.  This time precedes the final Major chastisement that includes Antichrist, leading then to the return of Christ.  Prophecies relating to these specific periods will follow.]

Venerable Sor Marianne de Jesus Torres: This punishment will be for the 20th Century. [Vision: three swords over the head of Christ, written “I shall punish heresy, blasphemy, and impurity”]… This will be a time of great corruption of customs…The sacred Sacrament of Holy Orders will be ridiculed, oppressed, and despised, for in doing this, one scorns and defiles the Church of God, and even God Himself, represented by His priests.  The Demon will try to persecute the Ministers of the Lord in every possible way, and he will labor with cruel and subtle astuteness to deviate them from the spirit of their vocation, corrupting many of them.  These [corrupted priests] who will thus scandalize the Christian people, will incite the hatred of the bad Christians and the enemies of the Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church to fall upon all priests.  This apparent triumph of Satan will bring enormous sufferings to the good pastors of the Church, to the great majority of good priests, and to the Supreme Pastor and Vicar of Christ, who… will shed secret and bitter tears in the presence of his God and Lord, beseeching light, sanctity and perfection for all the Clergy of the world, of which he is the King and Father.  Moreover, in these unhappy times there will be unbridled luxury which, acting thus to snare the rest into sin, will conquer innumerable frivolous souls who will lose themselves.  Innocence will almost no longer be found in children, nor modesty in women, and, in this supreme moment of need of the Church, those whom it behooves to speak will fall silent.  [There has been a decline in respect for Priests.  Bad Priests, most notably those engaged in the child abuse scandal as well as those preaching heterodoxy, have scandalized the Church and the faithful.  This is also an age of “unbridled luxury”, a loss of innocence in children, and a lack of modesty in the dress of women.]

Bishop Christianos Ageda (12th Century): In the 20th Century… there will be wars and fury that will last long; provinces divested of their people and kingdoms in confusion… In diverse places the ground shall be untilled, and there shall be great slaughters of the nobility [& upper class]… There shall be great mutilations of kings and rulers.  The right hand of the world shall fear the left and the north shall prevail over the south. [On top of two world wards, upper class victims – Russia, China, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Cuba, Nicaragua, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, East Germany, Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Byelorus, Ukraine, Georgia, Romania, Kazakhstan, Siberia – a level unprecedented in the history of the world]
Chastisement without Antichrist

Chastisements have occurred throughout history, and will continue to occur.  Prophecy and Scripture foretell a possible future chastisement of epic proportions that could occur well before the time of Antichrist.  According to prophecy, this time could be averted or alleviated through proper cooperation with grace.  The prophecies are so voluminous that it makes one doubt that such cooperation will actually occur – but it could and we should not give up that hope.  Should it occur, it does NOT necessarily signal the time of Antichrist [the exception to this is if the age of peace is itself conditional or very short – this is also not likely considering the volume of prophecy of such an age].  Two important points:  (1) there have been many chastisements in the past – before and during the 20th century – which did not usher in the end of the world, even as many thought they might do so.   (2) Catholic prophecy indicates a potential chastisement in the future that will usher in a final age, but this is not the same as suggesting that it ushers in the final conflict.  This great chastisement like none other before it would still not necessarily be an immediate precursor to Antichrist, and the Second Coming of our Lord.  But many would undoubtedly believe that could be the case given it’s severity.

The End Times 

I tried to put the prophecies in some sensible order.  Some cover wide swaths of events in general terms, and some are very detailed. Some overlap categories. I did my best.  Others may feel there is a more sensible order.  I make no claim to have a particular insight as to the actual order of events, and this ordering is based completely on my own conjecture.

General summary of the following prophecies:  Leading up to the End Times will be general unrepentant degradation of society.  The hearts of men are not inclined towards God.  Governments are unconcerned with God.  Satan infiltrates the hearts of many Priests and religious, who lead the flock astray and cause great scandal to the Church, or who are simply lax in faith.  Ridicule of religion is commonplace.  There is no Canon or religious precept that is not questioned or ridiculed, no matter how sacred.  Some of these prophecies continue to be warnings that include the possibility of softening the Chastisement through cooperation with grace.

Starting with Revelation Ch. 6, reading it in the context of Catholic prophecy, this Chapter seems to be a summary of events from the evangelization of the world over the last 2000 years (white horse) through the minor chastisement, but before the reign of peace preceding Antichrist that we will be reading about.  I present it here under that context, which is my own conjecture.

Revelation Ch 6:

Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say, as with a voice of thunder, "Come!" And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and its rider had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, "Come!" And out came another horse, bright red; its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that men should slay one another; and he was given a great sword. When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come!" And I saw, and behold, a black horse, and its rider had a balance in his hand; and I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; but do not harm oil and wine!" When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, "Come!" And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him; and they were given power over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne; they cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell upon the earth?" Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale; the sky vanished like a scroll that is rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the generals and the rich and the strong, and every one, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand before it?"

Seers of Heede, apparition of Christ: Humanity has not heeded My Blessed Mother, who appeared in Fatima, to exhort everyone to penitence.  Now, I have come, in this last hour, to admonish the world.  The times are grave.  Men should do penance for their sins… I am near.  The earth will tremble and will suffer.  It will be terrible.  A minor judgment.  For those who are not in a state of grace, it will be frightful.  The angels of My justice are now scattered all over the world.  Men do not listen to My calls.  They close their ears, resist My graces and refuse My mercy, My love, and My merits.  They will agonize in the blindness of their faults.  Hatred and greed fills the hearts of men.  All this is the work of Satan.  The world sleeps in a dense darkness.  This generation deserves to be annihilated, but I desire to show Myself as merciful.  Great and terrible things are being prepared.  That which is about to happen will be terrible, like nothing ever since the beginning of the world.

Sister Elena Aiello (20th Century) – message from Our Lord: The world is flooded by a deluge of corruption.  The governments, of the people, have arisen as demons in human flesh and even though they speak of peace, they prepare for war with devastating weapons that can annihilate whole peoples and nations.  So ungrateful have they become towards My Sacred Heart and abusing My graces they have converted the world into a scene of crimes.  Innumerable scandals carry souls to their ruin, especially the souls of the youth.  They have given themselves, without restraint, the pleasures of the world which have degenerated into perversions.  The bad example of the parents produces, within the families, scandals and infidelities, instead of practices of virtue and of prayer.  The home, source of faith and holiness is stained and destroyed.  The willfulness of men does not change and they stubbornly continue in their sins.  The punishments and afflictions, God sends to make them become reasonable, are severe, but men are enraged as if they were wounded beasts, and harden their hearts against the grace of God.  The world no longer merits pardon, but deserves fire, destruction and death.  There must be much penance and prayers, by the faithful, to mitigate the deserved chastisement which is now detained only by the intervention of My dear Mother, who is Mother of all men.  Near at hand is the scourge that will cleanse the earth of evil!  Divine Justice clamors for satisfaction for the many offenses and evils which cover the earth.  No more can be tolerated.  Obstinate men, hardened in their faults, do not turn to God.  The people do not subject themselves to the Church and despise the priests because there are many among them who are the cause of scandals.

Sister Agnes of Akita (20th Century): The work of the devil will infiltrate even into the Church in such a way that one will see cardinals opposing cardinals, bishops against other bishops.  The priests who venerate me will be scorned and opposed by their confreres, churches and altars sacked; the Church will be full of those who accept compromises and the demon will press many priests and consecrated souls to leave the service of the Lord.  The demon will be especially implacable against souls consecrated to God.  The thought of the loss of so many souls is the cause of my sadness.  If sins increase in number and gravity, there will no longer be any pardon for them.  Pray very much the prayers of the Rosary.  I alone am able still to save you from the calamities which approach.  Those who place their confidence in me will be saved.

Sister Marianne de Jesus Tores: Know, moreover, that Divine Justice releases terrible chastisements on entire nations, not only for sins of the people but for those Priests and religious persons.  For the latter are called, by the perfection of their state, to be the salt of the earth, the masters of truth, and the deflectors of Divine Ire.  Straying from their divine mission, they degrade themselves in such a way that, before the eyes of God, they are the ones who quicken the rigor of the punishments.  Because, detaching themselves from Me, they end up living only a superficial life of the soul, maintaining a distance from Me that is unworthy of my Ministers.  With their frigidity and lack of confidence, they act as if I were a stranger to them.

Sister Marianne de Jesus Tores: That which is most sorrowful is that even in the secular clergy there will be much to be desired, for the Ministers of the Altar will have forgotten their sublime mission of identifying themselves with my Most Holy Son through means of knowing themselves and humble, daily and fervent prayer.  They will live only a superficial life of the soul, without detaching themselves of material things, being too greatly attached to family and riches.  They will think they can aspire to sanctity in the priestly state by means of practicing one or two virtues – without taking care to construct the solid foundation of a profound humility, without which no virtue can exist.  How can anyone, without humility, give pleasure or delight to God?  For God resists the proud and exalts the humble and simple of heart, to whom He delights in manifesting and communicating His secrets.

Sister Elena Aiello, message from Our Lady: I am bending over the world and detain the justice of God, otherwise these things would have already happened.  Prayer and sacrifices are needed.  Men must return to God and to My Immaculate Heart, Mediatrix for men, then, at least, part of the world will be saved.  Speak out loudly.  Propagate these words everywhere as a true echo of my voice.  Make them known because it will help to save many souls and impede much destruction of the Church and the world.

Holzhauser: During this period, many men will abuse of the freedom of conscience conceded to them.  It is of such men that Jude, the Apostle, spoke when he said, “These men blaspheme whatever they do not understand; and they corrupt whatever they know naturally as irrational animals do.  During this unhappy period, there will be laxity in divine and human precepts.  Discipline will suffer.  The Holy Canons will be completely disregarded, and the Clergy will not respect the laws of the Church.  Everyone will be carried away and led to believe and to do what he fancies, according to the manner of the flesh.

Holzhauser: They will ridicule Christian simplicity; they will call it folly and nonsense, but they will have the highest regard for advanced knowledge, and for the skill by which the axioms of the law, the precepts of morality, the Holy Canons and religious dogmas are clouded by senseless questions and elaborate arguments.  As a result, no principle at all, however holy, authentic, ancient, and certain it may be, will remain free of censure, criticism, false interpretations, modification, and delimitation by man.

Holzhauser: These are evil times, a century full of dangers and calamities.  Heresy is everywhere, and the followers of heresy are in power almost everywhere.  Bishops, prelates, and priests say that they are doing their duty, that they are vigilant, and that they live as befits their state in life.  In like manner, therefore, they all seek excuses.

Seers (Anna Schulte, Greta and Maria Gauseforth, Susanna Bruns) at Heede, Germany (20th Century) – apparitions of Our Lady: The world will have to drink the dregs of the chalice of divine wrath for their innumerable sins through which they have wounded the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Father Augustin Fuentes, explaining a message from Sister Lucia of Fatima, 1961: Upon seeing me she said, “Father, our Lady is very unhappy because they have not taken her message of 1917 seriously.  Neither the good nor the bad have paid any attention to it.  The good continue their way without preoccupying themselves with it, they do not heed her celestial requests.  The bad walk through life swollen with perdition, not taking into account the punishment that threatens them.  Believe me, Father, God will chastise the world very soon.  Think, Father, about all the souls who will fall into hell.  This will happen because no one prays, because they do not do penance.  All this is the reason why the Blessed Virgin is sad.  Father, tell everyone that our Lady has, frequently, announced to me that many nations will disappear off the face of the earth.  Russia is the scourge chosen by God to punish mankind, if we, through prayer and the sacraments, do not obtain the grace of their conversion.  Tell them, Father, tell them that the devil has begun a decisive battle against our Lady, because what most afflicts the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus is the fall of the souls of religious and priests.  The devil knows that when religious and priests fail in their beautiful vocations they carry along with them many souls into hell.

Sister Agnes of Akita (20th Century): In order that the world might know His anger, the Heavenly Father is preparing to inflict a great chastisement on all mankind.  With my Son I have intervened so many times to appease the wrath of the Father.  I have prevented the coming of calamities by offering Him the sufferings of the Son on the Cross, His Precious Blood, and beloved souls who console Him forming a cohort of victim souls.  Prayer, penance and courageous sacrifices can soften the Father’s anger.

Venerable Anna-Katerina Emmerick (October 1, 1820): The Church is in great danger.  We must pray so that the Pope may not leave Rome; countless evils would result if he did.  In those days, faith will fall very low, and it will be preserved in some places only.  I see many excommunicated ecclesiastics who do not seem to be concerned about it, nor even aware of it.  Yet, they are excommunicated whenever they cooperate to (sic) enterprises, enter into associations, and embrace opinions on which an anathema has been cast.  It can be seen thereby that God ratifies the decrees, orders, and interdictions issued by the Head of the Church, and that he keeps them in force even though men show no concern for them, reject them, or laugh them to scorn.  

Father Nectou: When those things come to pass from which the triumph of the Church will arise, then will such confusion reign upon earth that people will think God has permitted them to have their own contrary will, and that the Providence of God is not concerned about the world.  The confusion will be so general that men will not be able to think aright, as if God had withheld His Providence from mankind

Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser: The fifth period of the Church, which began circa 1520…is one of affliction, desolation, humiliation, and poverty for the Church.  

General summary of the following prophecies:  General overarching prophecies of the suffering during the Minor Chastisement.  War, natural disaster, famine…

Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser: During the fifth period, we saw only calamities and devastation; oppression of Catholics by tyrants and heretics; executions of Kings, and conspiracies to set up republics.  

Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser: Jesus Christ will purify His people through cruel wars, famines, plague, epidemics, and other horrible calamities.  He will also afflict and weaken the Latin Church with many heresies.  It is a period of defections, calamities, and extermination.  Those Christians who survive the sword, plague, and famines, will be few on earth.  Nations will fight against nations, and will be desolated by internecine dissensions.

Jeanne le Royer (Sister of the Nativity): I see in God that – a long time before the rise of Antichrist – the world will be afflicted with the many bloody wars.  People will rise against peoples, and nations will rise against nations, sometimes allied, sometimes enemies, in their fight against the same party.  Armies will come into frightful collisions and will fill the earth with murder and carnage.  As well as that, I see that the earth will be shaken in different places by frightful earthquakes.  I see whole mountains cracking and splitting with a terrible din.  Only too happy will one be if one can escape with no more than a fright; but no, I see coming out of these gaping mountains whirlwinds of smoke, fire, sulphur, and tar, which reduce to cinders entire towns.  All this and a thousand other disasters must come before the rise of the Man of Sin (Antichrist).

Seers of Heede, apparition of Christ: All those who have suffered, in these last times, are My martyrs and they prepare the newly converted of My Church.  That which will shortly happen, will greatly surpass everything that has ever happened until now.  The Mother of God and the angels will intervene.  Hell will believe that victory is theirs, but I will seize it from them.  Many blaspheme Me and, because of this, I shall allow all kinds of misfortune to rain upon earth for, through this, many will be saved.  Blessed are those who suffer everything in reparation for those who offend Me.  My beloved children the hour is near.  Pray incessantly and you will not be confounded.  I unite My elect.  They will come together, at the same time, from all parts of the world and they will glorify Me.  I come.  Blessed are those who will be prepared.  Blessed are those who hear Me.

Sister Elena Aiello, message from Our Lady: Listen well to what I tell you and announce it to everyone.  My heart is saddened by the many afflictions which threaten the world.  The justice of our Heavenly Father is gravely offended.  Men continue to live willfully in their sins.  The wrath of God is near at hand.  The world will be visited by great misfortunes, by bloody revolutions, by terrible hurricanes and floods of rivers and seas.  Raise your voice until the priests of God heed My messages and advise men that the time is near and if they do not convert and return to God through prayers and sacrifices, the world will be involved in a new war.  The dictators, of the world, infernal creatures, will destroy the churches, profane the Holy Eucharist and destroy the most cherished and holy things.  In that new pitiless war, much that men have constructed will be destroyed.  

Sister Agnes of Akita (20th Century): My dear daughter, listen well to what I say to you.  You will inform your superior.  As I told you, if men do not repent and better themselves, the Father will inflict a terrible punishment on all humanity.  It will be a punishment greater than the deluge, such as one will never have seen before.  Fire will fall from the sky and will wipe out a great part of humanity, the good as well as the bad, sparing neither priests nor faithful.  The survivors will find themselves so desolate that they will envy the dead.  The only arms which will remain for you will be the Rosary and the Sign left by My Son.  Each day recite the prayers of the Rosary.  With the Rosary, pray for the Pope, the bishops and the priests.

Venerable Anna-Katerina Emmerick (August to October 1820): I see more martyrs, not now but in the future…  I saw the secret sect relentlessly undermining the great Church.  All over the world, good and devout people, especially the clergy, were harassed, oppressed, and put into prison.  I had the feeling that they would become martyrs one day.  Then, I saw an apparition of the Mother of God, and she said that the tribulation would be very great.

Jeanne le Royer: I saw in the light of the Lord that the faith and our holy Religion would become weaker in almost every Christian kingdom.  God has permitted that they should be chastised by the wicked in order to awaken them from their apathy.  

Sister Lucia, in 1938: (message from Our Lord) Ask, ask again insistently for the promulgation of reparation in honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary on the First Saturdays.  The time is coming when the rigor of My justice will punish the crimes of different nations.  Some of them will be annihilated.  In the end the severity of My justice will fall most severely on those who seek to destroy My reign in souls.

Old German Prophecy: When the world becomes godless – revolutions will break out against kings; fathers will be against sons and sons against fathers; dogma will be perverted; men will try to overthrow the Catholic Church; mankind will be lovers of pleasure.  

General summary of the following prophecies:  War in Italy

The Ecstatic of Tours: When everyone believes that peace is assured, when everyone least expects it, the great happenings will begin.  Revolution will break out in Italy almost at the same time as in France.

Sister Elena Aiello: Russia will march upon all the nations of Europe, particularly Italy, and will raise her flag over the dome of St. Peter’s.  Italy will be severely tried by a great revolution and Rome will be purified in blood for its many sins, especially those of impurity.  The flock is about to be dispersed and the Pope will suffer greatly.

Holzhauser: But God will permit a great evil against His Church: Heretics and tyrants will come suddenly and unexpectedly; they will break into the Church while bishops, prelates, and priests are asleep.  They will enter Italy and lay Rome waste; they will burn down the churches and destroy everything.

General summary of the following prophecies:  Anarchy and war in France.  France is the main player in prophecy regarding the Chastisement.

Father Nectou: The confusion will be so general that men will not be able to think aright, as if God had withheld His Providence from mankind, and that, during the worst crisis, the best that can be done would be to remain where God has placed us, and persevere in fervent prayers.  Two parties will be formed in France which will fight unto death.  The party of evil will at first be stronger, and the good side will be weaker.  At that time there will be such a terrible crisis that people will believe that the end of the world has come.  Blood will flow in many large cities.  The very elements will be confused.  It will be like a little general judgment.

The Ecstatic of Tours: The revolution will spread to every French town.  Wholesale slaughter will take place.  This revolution will last only a few months but it will be frightful; blood will flow everywhere because the malice of the wicked will reach its highest pitch.  Victims will be innumerable.  Paris will look like a slaughterhouse.  Persecutions against the Church will be even greater, but it will not last long.  All churches will be closed, but only for a very short time in those towns where disturbances are least.  Priests will have to go into hiding.  The wicked will try to obliterate everything religious, but they will not have enough time.  Many bishops and priests will be put to death.  The Archbishop of Paris will be murdered.  Many other priests, in Paris, will have their throats cut because they will not have time to find a hiding place.  In those days,  France will receive no human assistance.  She will be alone and helpless.

John of Vatiguerro:  Spoilation, pillaging, and devastation of that most famous city which is the capital and mistress of France will take place when the Church and the world are grievously troubled.

Father Nectou: During this revolution, which will very likely be general and not confined to France, Paris will be destroyed so completely that twenty years afterwards fathers walking over its ruins with their children will be asked y them what kind of place that was; to whom they will answer: ‘My child, this was a great city which God has destroyed on account of her crimes.’  Yes, Paris will certainly be destroyed; but, before this happens, such signs and portents will be seen, that all good people will be induced to flee away from it.  

St. Anna-Maria Taigi: France shall fall into a frightful anarchy.  The French shall have a desperate civil war in the course of which old men themselves will take up arms.

The Prophecy of Premol: Will Lutetius [Paris] be destroyed?  Why, O Lord, dost Thou not stop all this with Thy arm?   

St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars: The enemy (the Prussians) will allow the burning of Paris, and they will rejoice at it, but they shall be beaten; they shall be driven entirely from France.  Our enemies shall return, and will destroy everything in their march.  They shall arrive near Poitiers without meeting any serious resistance, but there they shall be crushed by the defenders of the West, who shall pursue them.  From other directions their provisions shall be cut off, and they shall suffer very serious losses.  They will attempt to retire towards their country, but very few of them shall ever reach it.  The Communists of Paris, after their defeat, shall spread themselves through all France, and will be greatly multiplied.  They shall seize arms; they shall oppress the people of order.  Lastly, a civil war shall break out everywhere.  These wicked people shall become masters in the North, East, and Southwest of France.  They will imprison very many persons, and will be guilty of more massacres.  They will attempt to kill all the priests and all the religious.  But this shall not last long.  People will imagine that all is lost; but the good God shall save all.  It will be like a sign of the last judgment… God shall come to help.

Bernhardt Rembordt: Cologne will be the site of a terrible battle.  Many foreigners will be slaughtered there; both men and women will fight for their Faith.  It will be impossible to prevent this horrible devastation.  People will wade up to their ankles in blood.  

General summary of the following prophecies:  Ireland and England – both historical and referencing Chastisement

St. Malachy:  Ireland will suffer English oppression for a week of centuries, but will preserve her fidelity to God and His Church.  At the end of that time she will be delivered, and the English in turn must suffer severe chastisement.  Ireland, however, will be instrumental in bringing back the English to the unity of Faith. [This is a 12th Century prophecy, four centuries prior to England’s split from Rome.  The time here is curious.  A week of centuries is most likely read as 7 centuries.  Malachy’s prophecy is accurate in that England will split from unity, but English oppression has largely ended.  So, either this peace is a temporary one, and persecution will erupt once again, ending around 2200 (7 centuries after the Anglican split) or the “week of centuries” is allegorical, and simply refers to a long period of time.  Since this is private revelation, there is potential misunderstanding of the seer, as well.]
St. Edward the Confessor: The extreme corruption and wickedness of the English nation has provoked the just anger of God.  When malice has reached the fullness of its measure, God will, in His wrath, send to the English people wicked spirits who will punish and afflict them with severity, by separating the green tree from its parent stem the length of three furlongs.  But at last this same tree, through the compassionate mercy of God, and without any national (governmental) assistance, shall return to its original root, reflourish, and bear abundant fruit.  [This is from 1066 well before the break from Rome.  But the separating of the green tree from the parent stem is read to be this break.  Three furlongs is generally considered to be three centuries.  This seems more in line with history, since Henry VIII became head of the Church of England and declared that the Papacy had no jurisdiction in 1534, and it was approximately three centuries later that the Church re-established its hierarchical structure in 1850.  While this is not a futuristic prophecy, it is included here in comparison to the St. Malachy prophecy.]

St. Hildegard (12th Century): Before the comet comes, many nations, the good excepted, will be scourged by want and famine.  The great nation in the ocean that is inhabited by people of different tribes and descent will be devastated by earthquake, storm, and tidal wave.  It will be divided and, in great part, submerged.  That nation will also have many misfortunes at sea and lose its colonies.  [Many believe this great nation to be England.]
Father Balthassar Mas: I saw a land swallowed up by the sea and covered with water.  But, afterwards, I saw that the sea receded little by little and the land could be seen again.  The tops of the towers in the city rose again above the water and appeared more beautiful than before, and I was told that this land was England.

The Ecstatic of Tours: England, too, will have much to suffer.

Father Nectou:  A great multitude of people will lose their lives in those calamitous times, but the wicked will not prevail.  They will indeed attempt to destroy the whole Church, but not enough time will be allowed them, because the frightful crisis will be of short duration.  When all is considered lost, all will be found safe.  This disaster will come to pass shortly after the power of England begins to wane.  This will be the sign.  As when the fig tree begins to sprout and produce leaves, it is a sure sign that summer is near.  England in her turn will experience a more frightful revolution than that of France.  It will continue long enough for France to recover her strength; then she will help England to restore peace and order.  [England began to lose her colonies in full force after WWII, losing nearly all of them by the 1970s]

General summary of the following prophecies:  Before and during the wars, the chastisement includes other afflictions – natural disaster, famine, etc.
The Ecstatic of Tours: Before the war breaks out again, food will be scarce and expensive.  There will be little work for the workers, and fathers will hear their children crying for food.  There will be earthquakes and signs in the sun.  

Bug De Milhaus (d. 1848): A war, in Europe, is announced by name and their prophecies will be fulfilled.  That war will ravage all places.  Pestilence and many other plagues will scatter terror everywhere.

St. Hildegard: By its tremendous pressure the comet will force much out of the ocean and flood many countries, causing much want and many plagues.  All coastal cities will live in fear, and many of them will be destroyed by tidal waves, and most living creatures will be killed, and even those who escape will die from horrible diseases.  For in none of those cities does a person live according to the laws of God.  

The Prophecy of Premol: Everywhere there is war!  Peoples and nations are pitted against each other.  War, war, war!  Civil and foreign wars!  Mourning and death everywhere!  Famine over the whole world.  

The Prophecy of Premol: Must also the elements be the instrument of Thy wrath?  Enough, O Lord, enough!  The cities are destroyed, the natural elements are set loose, the earth quakes everywhere.  

Brother Anthony of Aachen (19th Century):  Meanwhile, an epidemic broke out in the regions devastated by war, and many people died.  

Spain – A refuge amidst persecution of the Church during the chastisement

Bug De Milhaus (d. 1848):  The fanaticism of false beliefs and of intolerant parties will fill many countries with victims.  Iberia (Spain and Portugal) will be the asylum of all its refugees.  Catholics fleeing from the fury of their enemies will seek refuge in Spain.  

General summary of the following prophecies:  Persecution of and apparent defeat of the Church in the midst of war.

Sister Bertina Bouquillon:  Once again the madmen seem to gain the upper hand! They laugh God to scorn.  Now, the churches are closed; the pastors run away; the Holy Sacrifice ceases.  The wicked try to destroy everything; their books and their doctrines are swamping the world.

John of Vatiguerro: The Pope will change his residence and the Church will not be defended for 25 months or more because, during all that time, there will be no Pope in Rome, no emperor or ruler in France.  

St. Nicholas of Fluh: An unhappy time is coming, of revolt and dissension in the Church.  Oh, my children, do not let yourselves be led astray by innovations.  Rally and hold fast.   Stay on the same road, the same footpaths as your pious fathers trod.  Preserve and maintain what they have taught you.  It will be enough if you resist the attacks, the tempests, the hurricanes that will arise with such violence.

Holzhauser: Are we not to fear, during this period, that the Mohammedans will come again, working out their sinister schemes against the Latin Church?

The Ecstatic of Tours: For some time, the Church will be without a Pope.  

Sister Lucia: “at the left of Our Lady and a little above, we saw an Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames that looked as though they would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with the splendor that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand: pointing to the earth with his right hand, the Angel cried out in a loud voice: ‘Penance, Penance, Penance!' And we saw in an immense light that is God: ‘something similar to how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it' a Bishop dressed in White ‘we had the impression that it was the Holy Father'. Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree with the bark; before reaching there the Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the mountain, on his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the same way there died one after another the other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious, and various lay people of different ranks and positions. Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels each with a crystal aspersorium in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were making their way to God.” 

Brother John of the Cleft Rock: At that time, the Pope, with the cardinals will have to flee Rome in trying circumstances to a place where he will be unknown.  He will die a cruel death in this exile.  The sufferings of the Church will be much greater than at any previous time in her history…

St. Nicholas of Fluh: The Church will be punished because the majority of her members, high and low, will become so perverted.  The Church will sink deeper and deeper until she will at last seem to be extinguished, and the succession of Peter and the other Apostles to have expired.  But, after this, she will be victoriously exalted in the sight of all doubters.

Capuchin Friar: All the ecclesiastics, both secular and regular, shall be stripped of their possessions and of every kind of property, and obliged to beg from lay persons their food and everything necessary for their support, and for the worship of God.  During these calamities the Pope shall die… Through the death of the Supreme Pontiff the Church will be reduced to the most painful anarchy, because from three hostile powers (through their influence) three popes will be contemporaneously elected: one Italian, another German, the third Greek.  This [Greek], by force of arms, shall be placed on the throne.  During this time, much human blood will be shed in Italy, and many cities, country towns and castles [military fortresses] shall be brought to ruin, with the death of many thousands of persons.

Pope Pius X (20th Century): I saw one of my successors taking to flight over the bodies of his brethren.  He will take refuge in disguise somewhere; and after a short retirement he will die a cruel death.  The present wickedness of the world is only the beginning of sorrows which must take place before the end of the world.

The Prophecy of Premol: But mercy, mercy for Rome!  But Thou hearest not my entreaties, and Rome also collapses in tumult.  And I see the king of Rome with his Cross and his tiara, shaking the dust off his shoes, and hastening in his flight to other shores.  Thy Church, O Lord, is torn apart by her own children.  One camp is faithful to the fleeing Pontiff, the other is subject to the new government of Rome which has broken the Tiara.  But Almighty God will, in His mercy, put an end to this confusion and a new age will begin.  Then, said the Spirit, this is the beginning of the End of Time.

St. Don Bosco (19th Century): The vast expanse of water is covered with a formidable array of ships in battle formation, prows fitted with sharp, spear like beaks capable of breaking through any defense.  All are heavily armed with cannons, incendiary bombs, and firearms of all sorts  - even books – and are heading toward one stately ship, mightier than them all.  As they close in, they try to ram it, set it afire, and cripple it as much as possible.  This stately vessel is shielded by a flotilla escort.  Winds and waves are with the enemy.  In the midst of this endless sea, two solid columns, a short distance apart, soar high into the sky; one is surmounted by a statue of the Immaculate Virgin at whose feet a large inscription reads: Help of Christians; the other, far loftier and sturdier, supports a Host of proportionate size and bears beneath it the inscription Salvation of believers.  Standing at the helm, the Pope strains every muscle to steer his ship between the two columns from whose summits hang many anchors and strong hooks linked to chains.  The entire enemy fleet closes in to intercept and sink the flagship at all costs.  They bombard it with everything they have: books and pamphlets, incendiary bombs, firearms, cannons.  At times a formidable ram splinters a gaping hole into its hull, but, immediately, a breeze from the two columns instantly seals the gash.  Suddenly the Pope falls, seriously wounded.  He is instantly helped up but, struck down a second time, dies.  A shout of victory rises from the enemy and wild rejoicing sweeps their ships.  But no sooner is the Pope dead than another takes his place.  The captains of the auxiliary ships elected him so quickly that the news of the Pope’s death coincides with that of his successor’s election.  The enemy’s self-assurance wanes.  Breaking through all resistance, the new Pope steers his ship safely between the two columns and moors it to the two columns; first, to the one surmounted by the Host, and then to the other, topped by the statue of the Virgin.  At this point, something unexpected happens.  The enemy ships panic and disperse, colliding with and scuttling each other.

Precursor to the Major Chastisement – the Antichrist will be born, with at least one prophecy indicating it happens during the Minor Chastisement.

St. Hildegard: An unchaste woman will conceive and unchaste son.  The wicked serpent, who deceived Adam, will influence this child in such a way that nothing good or virtuous will enter into him; nor, under the circumstances will it even be possible for any good to be in him.

Pope St. Gregory the Great (6th Century): Before the birth of her child, the mother of Antichrist will announce the advent of a Messiah who will restore great prosperity to mankind.

St. Bridget: Just as children of God are born of a spiritual marriage, so will Antichrist spring from an accursed woman who will pretend to lead a spiritual life, and from an accursed man, through whose agency, and with God’s permission, the devil will accomplish his ends.

St. Hildegard: At that period when Antichrist shall be born, there will be many wars and right order shall be destroyed on the earth.  Heresy will be rampant and the heretics will preach their errors openly without restraint.  Even among Christians doubt and skepticism will be entertained concerning the beliefs of Catholicism
General summary of the following prophecies:  After much bloodshed in France, they turn to God and the Church, and in cooperation with the Pope designate a Christian King (likely to be the future Roman Emperor).
St. Anna-Maria Taigi: The political parties [of France], having exhausted their blood and their rage without being able to arrive at any satisfactory understanding, shall at the last extremity agree by common consent to have recourse to the Holy See.  Then the Pope shall send to France a special legate… in consequence of the information received, his Holiness himself shall nominate a most Christian king for the government of France.

The Ecstatic of Tours:  At this juncture, the French people will turn back to God and implore the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Mary Immaculate.  The French people will ask for the good King, he who was chosen by God.  He will come, this savior whom God has spared for France, this king who is not wanted now because he is dear to God’s Heart.  He will ascend to the throne; he will free the Church and reassert the Pope’s rights.

General summary of the following prophecies:  Military success of the King or Kings who rise up during the Chastisement.   Some of the prophecies are fairly specific with details of battle.  The deciding battle appears to be engaged in Germany against the Prussians and Russians vs. the French and Italians.  Most references to “The Great King” are probably a reference to the future Roman Emperor.  However, there does appear to be more than one great commander in the battles during the chastisement, which makes sense considering the scope of the wars throughout Europe.
Bernhardt Rembordt: At last, a foreign king will appear and win a victory for the cause of the righteous.  The remaining enemy will retreat to the Birch tree country.  There, the last battle will be fought for the just cause.  At that time France will be divided.

Old German Prophecy: A terrible war will find the North fighting and South.  The South will be led by a Prince wearing a white coat with a cross on the front; he will be lame afoot.  He will gather his forces at Bremen for Mass.  Then he will lead them into battle beyond Woerl near the Birch-tree country.  After a terrible battle at a brook running eastwards near Berdberg and Sondern, the South will be victorious.

Venerable Anna-Katerina Emmerick (October 22, 1822): I saw the battle also.  The enemies were far more numerous, but the small army of the faithful cut down whole rows [of enemy soldiers].  During the battle, the Blessed Virgin stood on hill, wearing a suit of armor.  It was a terrible war.  At the end, only a few fighters for the just cause survived, but the victory was theirs.

Brother Anthony of Aachen (19th Century): Some day war will break out again in Alsace.  I saw the French in Alsace with Strassburg at their rear, and I saw Italians fighting with them [as allies of the French].  Suddenly, great transports of troops arrived from the French side.  A two-day battle ended with the defeat of the Prussian army.  The French pursued the Prussians over the Rhine in many directions.  In a second battle, at Frankfurt, the Prussians lost again and retreated as far as Siegburg, where they joined with a Russian army.  The Russians made common cause with the Prussians.  It seemed to me as if Austrians also were aiding the French.   The battle of Siegburg was more horrible than any before, and its like will never occur again.  After some days, the Prussians and Russians retreated and crossed below Bonn, to the left bank of the Rhine.  Steadily pressed by their opponents, they retired to Cologne, which had been bombarded so much that only one-fourth of the city remained intact.  Constantly in retreat, what was left of the Prussians moved to Westphalia where the last battle went against them.  People greatly rejoiced because they were freed from the Prussians… When I begged God to take the terrible vision away, I heard a voice saying “Prussia must be humiliated in such a manner that it will never again bring sorrow to the Church.”  [Geography: Cologne is considered French by some in historical context, and German by others.  To say a man was elected in Germany may be a matter of personal perception – others may well say France.  This region has changed hands throughout history.  Prussia is most likely primarily the territory previously known as East Germany, while Germany may be to the West.]

St. Thomas a’Becket: A knight shall come from the West.  He shall capture Milan, Lombardy, and the three Crowns.  He shall then sail to Cyprus and Famagoste and land at Jaffa, and reach Christ’s grave where he will fight.  Wars and wonders shall befall till the people believe in Christ toward the end of the world.

St. Methodius: A day will come when the enemies of Christ will boast of having conquered the whole world.  They will say “Christians cannot escape now!”   But a Great king will arise to fight the enemies of God.  

Sister Bertina Bouquillon:  But the day of justice is come.  Here is your King; he comes forward amidst the confusion of those stormy days.  Horrible times!  The just and wicked fall!  There was also a great battle, the like of which has never been seen before.  Blood was flowing like water after a heavy rain.

St. Cataldus: The Great King will wage war till he is 40 years of age…  He will assemble great armies, and hurl back the tyrants out of his empire.

Rudolph Gekner: A Great Prince of the North with a most powerful army will traverse all Europe, uproot all the Republics, and defeat all the rebels.  His sword moved by divine power will most valiantly defend the Church of Jesus Christ.  [Gekner wrote this in the 17th century, at a time when the surge towards republican forms of government were a century away]

Venerable Anna-Katerina Emmerick: Then, I saw in the great distance great legions approaching.  In the foreground I saw a man on a white horse.  Prisoners were set free and joined them.  All the enemies were pursued.   

Bug De Milhaus (d. 1848): Then the region of the river Tajo (Spain and Portugal) will produce a valiant warrior similar to the Cid and he will be as religious as Ferdinand III who, planting the standard of the faith, will unite around himself innumerable armies.  With his army he will go out to meet a formidable giant who, with his ferocious soldiers, will advance towards the conquest of the Peninsula.  The Pyrenees will witness the cruelest combat ever seen throughout the centuries.  The battle will last three days.  In vain, the fearsome giant will try to encourage his own to continue the fight, but the finger of God will already show him the end of his reign and his army will fall under the sword of the new Cid.  Then the victorious army, protected by their Supreme Creator, will cross provinces and seas and will carry the standard of the Cross even to the banks of the river Neva (the heart of Russia).  The Catholic religion will triumph everywhere.

St. Caesar of Arles: When the entire world, and in a special way France, and in France especially the provinces of the north, of the east, and above all that of Lorraine and Champagne, shall have been laid waste by the greatest miseries and trials, then the provinces shall be comforted by a prince…

General summary of the following prophecies:  One of the final battles – if not the final battle – during the minor chastisement is aided through the direct hand of God.  But this aid is also a worldwide purging of evil.  It is three days of darkness/intense cloud/superstorm/fog.  It will be completely driven by supernatural forces.

St. Caspar (Jasper) del Buffalo: The death of the impenitent persecutors of the Church will take place during the three days of darkness.  He who outlives the darkness and the fear of these three days will think that he is alone on earth because the whole world will be covered with cadavers.

Blessed Mary of Jesus Crucified: During a darkness lasting three days the people given to evil will perish so that only one fourth of mankind will survive.

The Ecstatic of Tours: Towards the end darkness will cover the earth.

Palma Maria: There shall be three days of darkness.  Not one demon shall be left in hell.  They shall all come out, either to excite the wicked murderers, or to dishearten the just.  This shall be frightful! Frightful! But a grand cross shall appear and the triumph of the Church will make people quickly forget all evils.

St. Anna-Maria Taigi: God will ordain two punishments: one, in the form of wars, revolutions and other evils, will originate on earth; the other will be sent from Heaven.  There will come over all the earth an intense darkness lasting three days and three nights.  Nothing will be visible and the air will be laden with pestilence, which will claim principally but not exclusively, the enemies of religion. During those three days of darkness artificial light will fail, only blessed candles can be lighted and will afford illumination. During those days of darkness, the faithful should remain in their houses, praying the Holy Rosary and asking God for mercy.  All the enemies of the Church, secret as well as known, will perish over the whole earth during that universal darkness, with the exception of a few, whom God will soon convert.  The air shall be infected by demons who will appear under all sorts of hideous forms. 

Marie de La Fraudais: There will come three days of complete darkness.  Only blessed candles made of wax will give some light during this horrible darkness.  One candle will last for three days, but they will not give light in the houses of the Godless.  Lightning will penetrate your houses, but it will not put out the blessed candles.  Neither wind, nor storm, nor earthquake will put out the blessed candles.

Sister Elena Aiello: Clouds with lightning rays of fire and a tempest of fire will pass over the whole world and the punishment will be the most terrible ever known in the history of mankind.  It will last 70 hours.  The wicked will be crushed and eliminated.  Many will be lost because they will have stubbornly remained in their sins.  Then they will feel the force of light over darkness.  The hours of darkness are near…some nations will be purified while others will disappear entirely.

Sister Agnes, the Stigmatic Nun of Akita: Fire will fall from the sky and will wipe out a great portion of humanity.

St. Hildegard: At this time, as a punishment for their sins Christians especially will attempt armed resistance [to those who at that time are persecuting Christians], sensing no concern about the death of their bodies.  A powerful wind will rise in the north carrying heavy fog and the densest cloud of dust by divine command, and it will rage against them (the persecutors of the Christians) and it will fill their throats and eyes so that they will cease their savagery and be stricken with a great amazement.  Then within the Christian people the holy Godhead will accomplish signs and wonders as it accomplished then at the time of Moses with the pillar of cloud and as Michael the Archangel did when he fought the heathen for the sake of Christians.  Because of Michael’s help, God’s faithful children will march under his protection.  They will decimate their foes and achieve victory through God’s power… As a result of this, a large number of heathens will join Christians in true faith and they will say, “The God of the Christians is true God, because such wondrous works have been accomplished among the Christians.”

Peter and Paul return to protect the flock during this direct intervention from God?

Venerable Isabel (Elizabeth) Canori-Mora: As soon as St. Peter, the prince of the Apostles, had gathered the flock of Jesus Christ in a place of safety, he reascended into heaven, accompanied by legions of angels.  Scarcely had they disappeared, when the sky was covered with clouds so dense and dismal that it was impossible to look at them without dismay.  On a sudden there burst out such a terrible and violent wind, that its noise sounded like the roars of furious lions.  The sound of the furious hurricane was heard over the whole earth.  Fear and terror struck not only men, but the very beasts.

Venerable Isabel Canori-Mora (1774-1825): All men shall rise one against the other, and they shall kill one another without pity.  During this sanguinary conflict the avenging arm of God will strike the wicked, and in His mighty power He will punish their pride and presumption.  God will employ the powers of hell for the extermination of these impious and heretical persons who desire to overthrow the Church and destroy it to its very foundation… Innumerable legions of demons will overrun the earth, and shall execute the orders of Divine justice by causing terrible calamities and disasters; they will attack everything; they shall injure individual persons and entire families… Nothing on earth shall be spared.  God will allow the demons to strike with death those impious men, because they gave themselves up to the infernal powers, and have formed with them a pact against the Catholic Church.  Happy will be all true and faithful Catholics!  They shall experience the powerful protection of the Holy Apostles, St. Peter and Paul, who will watch over them lest they be injured… These spirits shall plunder every place where God has been outraged, despised, and blasphemed; the edifices they profaned will be pulled down and destroyed, and nothing but ruins shall remain of them.

The divine transition from all the chaos to order, a supernaturally selected Pope, triumph of the Church, and mass conversion of entire nations to the Catholic faith

Holzhauser: When everything has been ruined by war, when Catholics are hard-pressed by traitorous coreligionists and heretics, then the hand of Almighty God will work a marvelous change, something seemingly impossible according to human reason.

St. Anna-Maria Taigi: After the three days of darkness, St. Peter and St. Paul, having come down from heaven, will preach in the whole world and designate a new Pope.  A great light will flash from their bodies and will settle upon the cardinal, the future Pontiff.  Then Christianity will spread throughout the world.  He is the Holy Pontiff, chosen by God to withstand the storm.  At the end, he will have the gift of miracles, and his name shall be praised over the whole earth.  Whole nations will come back to the Church and the face of the earth will be renewed.  Russia, England, and China will come into the Church.

Holzhauser: After desolation has reached its peak in England, peace will be restored and England will return to the Catholic faith with greater fervor than ever before…

Jeanne le Royer: And after the justice of God has been satisfied, He will pour out an abundance of graces on His Church, and He will spread the faith and restore the discipline of the Church in those countries where it had become tepid and lax.  I saw in God that our Mother, Holy Church, will spread in many countries and will produce her fruits in abundance to compensate for the outrages she will have suffered from the impiety and the persecutions of her enemies.

Father Nectou: After these most frightful events, order will be restored everywhere.  Justice will reign throughout the whole world, and the counterrevolution will be accomplished.  The triumph of the Church will then be so complete that nothing like it has ever been seen before, for this will be the last victory of the Church upon earth.  Those Christians who are fortunate enough to survive will thank God for preserving them and giving them the privilege of beholding this glorious triumph of the Church.

Venerable Isabel Canori-Mora: Then a great light appeared upon the earth which was the sign of the reconciliation of God with man.  The angels conducted before the throne of the prince of the Apostles the small flock that had remained faithful to Jesus Christ.  These good and zealous Christians testified to him the most profound respect, praising God and thanking the Apostles for having delivered them from the common destruction, and for having protected the Church of Jesus Christ by not permitting her to be infected with the false maxims of the world.

Brother John of the Cleft Rock: God will raise a holy Pope over whom the Angels will rejoice.  Enlightened by God, this man will reconstruct almost the entire world through his holiness.

Capuchin Friar: By the Catholic clergy and people the true and lawful Pope will be elected who shall be a man of great holiness and goodness of life.  

Venerable Isabel Canori-Mora: St. Peter then chose the new Pope.  The Church was again organized; religious orders were reestablished; the private families of ordinary Christians, through their great fervor and zeal for the glory of God, became like the most exemplary religious communities.  Such is the glorious triumph reserved for the Catholic Church; she shall be praised, honored, and esteemed by all men.

St.Caesar of Arles: At the same time, by the will of God, a most holy man shall receive the Papacy, who will be most perfect in every spiritual perfection.

Venerable Anna-Katerina Emmerick: Then, I saw that the Church was being promptly rebuilt, and she was more magnificent than ever before.

Jeanne le Royer: I saw that the poor people, weary of the arduous labors and trials that God sent to them, shall then be thrilled with a joy that God will infuse in their good hearts.  The Church will become by her faith and by her love, more fervent and more flourishing than ever.  Our good Mother the Church will witness many amazing things, even on the part of her former persecutors, for they will come forward and throw themselves at her feet, acknowledge her, and implore pardon from God and from her for all the crimes and outrages that they had perpetrated against her.  She will no longer regard them as her enemies, but she will instead welcome them as her own children.

Jeanne le Royer: I saw in God’s essence a numerous assembly of ministers of the Church, who like an army in battle array, and like a firm and unflinching column, shall sustain the rights of the church and of her Head, and shall restore its ancient discipline.

Jeanne le Royer: All the false religions will be abolished; all the abuses of the Revolution will be destroyed; the altars shall be reestablished, and our religion will flourish more than ever.

Pere Lamy: The monasteries will flourish again, the convents will fill up again.  After these calamities, souls in great numbers will come and dwell in them again.

Sister Bertina Bouquillon:  Altars are set up again; religion comes to life again.  What I see now is so wonderful that I am unable to express it.  All these things shall come to pass once the wicked have succeeded in circulating large numbers of bad books.

Jeanne de Royer (1731-1798): I see in God that the Church will enjoy a profound peace over a period which seems to me to be of a fairly long duration.  This respite will be the longest of all that will occur between the revolutions from now till the General Judgment.  The closer we draw to the General Judgment, the shorter will be the revolutions against the Church.  The kind of peace that will follow each revolution will be shorter also.  This is so because we are approaching the End of Time, and little time will be left for either the elect to do good or for the wicked to do evil.

General summary of the following prophecies:  The Final religious order, established by a holy King, probably the future Roman Emperor.

St. Francis of Paula: A new order will then be founded, that of the Cruciferi (Cross-bearers) because their members will have the cross on their banners.  This order will be comprised of three groups – the first group will be armed horsement; the second group, priests, and the third, nurses.  These Knights of the Cross (Crusaders) will convert Mohammedans, heretics and fallen-away Christians to Christ.

Sister Mechtilde of Helfta (13th Century): They will be clad in double garment, the undergarment white and the outer one red and fastened with a girdle.  Their beards and hair will be unshorn.  They will go barefooted, except in winter when they will wear red sandals with white thongs.  They will have no possessions and will not be allowed to have gold or silver.  Each of them will bear at all times a staff which will be painted white and red and which will have a crook a span long.  On one side of the staff will be portrayed the Passion of Christ and on the other side His Ascension into Heaven.  No member of this order shall be younger than 24 years old.  They will be priests, confessors, and good preachers.

St. Francis of Paula – in letters to Simeon de Limena, Count of Montalto: One of your posterity shall achieve greater deeds than your lordship.  That man will be a great sinner in his youth, but like St. Paul he shall be drawn and converted to God.  He shall be the founder of a new religious order different from all others.  He will divide it into three strata, namely military knights, solitary priests, and most pious hospitallers.  This shall be the last religious order in the Church, and it will do more good for our holy religion than all other religious institutions…  [from another letter] From your lordship will be born [as a descendant] the great leader of the of the Holy Militia of the Holy Spirit which shall overcome the world, and shall possess the earth so completely that no king or lord shall be able to exist, except he belongs to the Sacred Host of the Holy Ghost.  These devout men shall wear on their breasts, and much more within their hearts, the sign of the living God, namely the cross.  He shall… destroy all tyrants and heresies.  There will be one fold and one shepherd.  He shall reign until the end of  time.  On the whole earth there will be twelve Kings, one Emperor and on Pope.

St.Caesar of Arles: Many nations and their princes that are living in error and impiety [at that time] shall be converted, and an admirable peace shall reign among men during many years, because the wrath of God shall be appeased through their repentance, penance, and good works.  There will be one common law, one faith, one baptism, one religion.  All nations shall recognize the Holy See of Rome, and shall pay homage to the Pope.

St. Bridget of Sweden: Before Antichrist comes, the portals of faith will be opened to great numbers of pagans.

Prophecies regarding only the Great Emperor gaining final victory and establishing the age of peace
The German Empire will choose a simple man as the Emperor, who will rule for a short time.  His successor will be the man for whom the world has longed.  He will be called a ‘Roman Emperor,’ and he will give peace to the world.  A good and happy era will follow.  God will be praised on earth, and war will be no more. [Birch Tree Country = Westphalia]
Brother Anthony of Aachen (19th Century):  Then, a new Emperor, about forty years old, was elected in Germany, and he met the Pope…After the battle of Westphalia, the French returned to their country, and from then on there was peace between the French and Germans.  All exiles returned to their homes.  

St. Cataldus: The Great King will wage war till he is 40 years of age…  He will assemble great armies, and hurl back the tyrants out of his empire.

Venerable Anna-Katerina Emmerick (July 26, 1820): I have a vision of the holy Emperor Henry.  I saw him at night kneeling alone at the foot of the main altar in a great and beautiful church…and I saw the Blessed Virgin coming down all alone.  She laid on the Altar a red cloth covered with white linen.  She placed a book inlaid with precious stones.  She lit the candles and the perpetual lamp… Then came the Savior Himself clad in priestly vestments.  He was carrying the chalice and the veil.  Two Angels were serving Him and two more were following… His chasuble was a full and heavy mantle in which red and white could be seen in transparency, and gleaming with jewels…Although there was no altar bell, the cruets were there.  The wine was as red as blood, and there was also some water.  The Mass was short.  The Gospel of St. John was not read at the end.  When the Mass had ended, Mary came up to Henry (the Emperor), and she extended her right hand towards him, saying that it was in recognition of his purity.  Then, she urged him not to falter.  Thereupon I saw an angel, and he touched the sinew of his hip, like Jacob.  He (Henry) was in great pain; and from that day on he walked with a limp.  [Some differences to this Mass are notable enough to Emmerick that they bear mention.  It was not until post-Vatican II that the gospel of St. John was not read at a typical Mass, although there were certain circumstances prior to that where that would be the case.  The post Vatican II Mass is also shorter.]

Brother Louis Rocco: A Great King will arise after a period of terrible wars and persecutions.

St. Vincent Ferrer: Armies from the West, East, and North will fight together in Italy, and the Eagle [believed to be pseudonym for the Great Monarch] shall capture the false king, and all things shall be made obedient unto him, and there shall be a new reformation in the world.

John of Vatiguerro: But after this, a young captive Prince shall recover the Crown of the Lilies and shall extend his dominions all over the world.

St.Caesar of Arles: … the provinces [of France] shall be comforted by a prince who had been exiled in his youth, and who shall recover the crown of the lilies.  This prince shall extend his dominion over the entire universe.

St. Methodius: a Great king will arise…and peace will be given to the world, and the Church will be freed from her anxieties.

St. Bridget of Sweden: This most unhappy war will end when an emperor of Spanish origin will be elected who will in a wonderful manner be victorious through the sign of the Cross… He will restore the Church in Santa Sophia [Constantinople] and all the earth shall enjoy peace and prosperity; and new cities will be erected in many places.  [Spanish?  I thought he was French!   Possible explanations: other prophecies state that the Monarch comes from outside France, but then becomes an Emperor residing in France, and is a descendant of a royal French line.  He could still be a Spaniard by birth.]

Rabanus Maurus: Our principal Doctors [teachers of the Faith] agree in telling us, that towards the end of time one of the descendants of the kings of France [Gaul] shall reign over all the Roman Empire; and that he shall be the greatest of the French Monarchs, and the last of his race.

St. Anselm: Certain Doctors truly say, that one of the kings of the Frankish [Roman] Empire shall possess it in its entirety, which King shall live in the last time and shall be the greatest and last of kings.

Monk Adson: Some of our Teachers say that a king of the Franks will possess the entire Roman Empire.  He will be the greatest and the last of all Monarchs.  

St. John Vianney: The good shall triumph when the return of the king shall be announced.  This shall reestablish a peace and prosperity without example.  Religion shall flourish again better than ever before.

Sister Marianne (Ursuline): It is then that the Prince shall reign, whom the people did not esteem before, but whom they shall then seek.  The triumph of religion will be so great that no one has ever seen the equal.  All injustices will be made good; civil laws will be made in harmony with the laws of God and of the Church.  Education in the schools will be most Christian, and the workers’ guilds will flourish again.

Melanie Calvat (The Seeress of LaSalette, 19th Century): After a frightful war a Great king will arise and his reign will be marked by a wonderful peace and a great religious revival.

Venerable Holzhauser: The powerful Monarch, who will be sent by God, will uproot every republic.  He will submit everything to his authority, and he will show great zeal for the true Church of Christ.  The empire of the Mohammedans will be broken up, and this Monarch will reign in the East as well as in the West.  All nations will come to worship God in the true Catholic and Roman faith.  There will be many Saints and Doctors (of the Church) on earth.  Peace will reign over the whole earth because God will bind Satan for a number of years until the days of the Son of Perdition.  

Prophecies regarding the Great Pope and the Great Emperor/Monarch working together to establish peace and restore the Church

Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser: The fifth period of the Church, which began circa 1520, will end with the arrival of the Holy Pope and of the powerful Monarch who is called “Help from God” because he will restore everything [in Christ]. 

Holzhauser: The sixth period of the Church will begin with the powerful Monarch and the Holy Pontiff, as mentioned previously, and it will last until the revelation of Antichrist.  In this period, God will console His Holy Church for the affliction and great tribulation which she has endured during the fifth period.  All nations will become Catholic. Vocations will be abundant as never before, and all men will seek only the Kingdom of God and His justice.  Men will live in peace, and this will be granted because people will make their peace with God.  They will live under the protection of the Great Monarch and his successors.

Sister Bertina Bouquillon:  The wicked were trying to slaughter all the servants of the religion of Jesus Christ.  After they had killed a large number, they raised a cry of victory, but suddenly the just received help from above.  A saint raises his arms to heaven; he allays the wrath of God.  He ascends the throne of Peter. At the same time, the Great Monarch ascends the throne of his ancestors.  All is quiet now.  

Capuchin Friar: A scion of the Carolingian race, by all considered extinct, will come to Rome and behold and admire the piety and clemency of this Pontiff, who will crown him, and declare him to be the legitimate Emperor of the Romans and from the chair of St. Peter the Pope will lift up the standard, the crucifix; and will give it to the new emperor.  This new emperor with the robust Italian and French people, and with those of other nations will form a most mighty host, called the Church Army, through which he shall destroy the Ottoman Empire and all heresies.  The above mentioned new emperor, with the assistance of God and the Pope, he will cooperate in the reformation of abuses; he will assume the direction of temporal governments; he will assign a decent pension to the Supreme Pontiff, and also to the bishops and clergy.  And they all being detached from every earthly covetousness, will live in peace, which shall last till the End of Time.

Werdin D’Otrante: The Great Monarch and the great Pope will precede Antichrist.  The nations will be at war for four years and a great part of the world will be destroyed.  The Pope will go over the sea carrying the sign of Redemption on his forehead.  The Great Monarch will come to restore peace and the Pope will share in the victory.  Peace will reign on earth.

Holzhauser: There will rise a valiant king anointed by God.  He will rule supreme in temporal matters.  The Pope will rule supreme in spiritual matters at the same time.  Persecution will cease and justice shall reign.  He will root out false doctrines.  All nations will adore God their Lord according to Catholic teaching.  People will love justice, and peace will reign over the whole earth, for Divine Power will bind Satan for many years until the coming of the Son of Perdition… 

St.Caesar of Arles: This Pope will have with him the great Monarch, a most virtuous man, who shall be an eminent leader of the holy line of French Kings.  This great Monarch shall assist the Pope in the reformation of the whole earth.

The new Roman Empire

St. Remigius: Take notice that the Kingdom of France is predestined by God for the defense of the Roman Church which is the only true Church of Christ.  This kingdom shall someday be great among the kingdoms of the earth, and shall embrace all the limits of the Roman Empire, and shall submit all other kingdoms to its own scepter.

St. Ephraem: Then the Lord from His glorious heaven shall set up His peace.  And the kingdom of the Romans shall rise in place of this latter people, and establish its dominion upon the earth, even to its ends, and there shall be no one who will resist it.

Some prophecies describing the Age of Peace

Pere Lamy (1855-1931): Peace will be given back to the world, but I shall not see it, … War is big business.  The manufacturer of the aeroplane, the exploitation of the mines, the iron works, all that will dwindle.  There will no longer be those great factories where morality withers and disappears.  The working class will be bound to turn back the land.  When peace is given back to the world, big business will shrink to smaller proportions and will stay there.  Everything will grow less… When peace is given back to the world, plots of [farm] land will rise to more value than they have now.  Even if the old workmen insist on dying in towns, that will come to pass…

Pere Lamy: The world will have to be reevangelized over again and that will be the work for a whole generation. … The spiritual state of the first Christians will come back moreover, there will be so few men on earth.

St. Hildegard: Peace will return to the world when the White Flower again takes possession of the throne of France.  During this period of peace, people will be forbidden to carry weapons, and iron will be used only for making agricultural implements and tools.  Also during this period, the land will be very productive, and many Jews, heathens, and heretics will join the Church.

Our Lady of Fatima: But in the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, and she will be converted, and the world will enjoy a period of peace. In Portugal the faith will always be preserved.

St. Louis-Marie Grignion De Montfort: The power of Mary over all devils will be particularly outstanding in the last period of time.  She will extend the Kingdom of the Christ over the idolaters and Moslems, and there will come a glorious era when Mary is the Ruler and Queen of Hearts.

St. Hildegard: During this peace, people will be forbidden to carry weapons, and iron will be used only for making agricultural implements and tools.  Also during this period, the land will be very productive, and many Jews, heathens, and heretics will join the Church.

Abbe Souffrand: During the reign of the Great King, the noblest virtues will be practiced throughout the world, and the land will yield abundant crops.

Jeanne le Royer: I see in God that the Church will enjoy a profound peace over a period which seems to me to be of a fairly long duration.  This respite will be the longest of all that will occur between the revolutions from now till the General Judgment.  One day I found myself in a vast plain alone with God.  Jesus appeared to me, and from the top of a small hill, showing to me a beautiful sun on the horizon.  He said dolefully, “The world is passing away and the time of My second coming draws near.  When the sun is about to set, one knows that the day is nearly over and that the night will soon fall.  Centuries are like days for me.  Look at this sun, see how much it still has to travel, and estimate the time that is left to the world.”  I looked intently and it seemed to me that the sun would set in two hours.  Jesus said “Do not forget that these are not millenaries, but only centuries, and they are few in number.”  But I understood that Jesus reserved to Himself the knowledge of the exact number, and I did not wish to ask Him more.  It sufficed me to know that the peace of the Church and the restoration of discipline were to last a reasonably long time.

A Church Council during the Age of Peace

Jeanne le Royer: The storm began in France, and France shall be the first theatre of its ravages after having been its forge.  But the Church in Council assembled shall one day strike with anathemas, pull down and destroy the evil principles of that criminal constitution.  What a consolation!  What consolation, what joy for all the truly faithful!

Ecstatic of Tours: The Council will meet again after the victory.  But, this time, men will be obliged to obey; there will be only one flock and one shepherd.  All men will acknowledge the Pope as the Universal Father, the King of all peoples.  Thus mankind will be regenerated.

Venerable Holzhauser: No one will be able to pervert the word of God since, during the sixth period, there will be an ecumenical council which will be the greatest of all councils.  By the grace of God, by the power of the Great Monarch, by the authority of the Holy Pontiff, and by the union of all the most devout princes, atheism and every heresy will be banished from the earth.  The Council will define the true sense of Holy Scripture, and this will be believed and accepted by everyone.

Does Revelation, Ch. 7 and the beginning of Ch. 8 refer to the Age of Peace?  A respite, a time of conversion?

Revelation Ch 7:

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. Then I saw another angel ascend from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God upon their foreheads." And I heard the number of the sealed, a hundred and forty-four thousand sealed, out of every tribe of the sons of Israel, twelve thousand sealed out of the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand of the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand of the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand of the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand of the tribe of Naph'tali, twelve thousand of the tribe of Manas'seh, twelve thousand of the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand of the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand of the tribe of Is'sachar, twelve thousand of the tribe of Zeb'ulun, twelve thousand of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand sealed out of the tribe of Benjamin. After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels stood round the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen." Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and whence have they come?" I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night within his temple; and he who sits upon the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Revelation Ch. 8:

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer; and he was given much incense to mingle with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar before the throne; and the smoke of the incense rose with the prayers of the saints from the hand of the angel before God. 


Is Revelation Ch. 20 a summary overview of the final events?  The reign of peace, and the end of that era?

Revelation Ch. 20 (1-9):

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years [this will be discussed later – but 1000 is taken to simply mean “a long time.”  The Age of Peace?  Another thought is that Satan has been bound since Christ’s death, and limited in power to that granted him, but will be completely unleashed in the final days], and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years were ended. After that he must be loosed for a little while. Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom judgment was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of God, and who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life, and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and they shall reign with him a thousand years. And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be loosed from his prison and will come out to deceive the nations which are at the four corners of the earth, that is, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 
9: And they marched up over the broad earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city; but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 


A prodigy arises during the period of peace.  The future Antichrist at first becomes known as a heroic figure.

Pope Pius IX (19th Century): There will be a great prodigy which will fill the world with awe.  But this prodigy will be preceded by the triumph of a revolution during which the Church will go through ordeals that are beyond description.
Sister Nativitas: Even before he is ten years old he will be more powerful and learned than other men and, through his actions, it will be evident that he possesses greater genius, spirit and skill than other people.  The fullness of his powers will first manifest themselves when he reaches the age of 30 years at which time his greatest heroic deeds will begin.

Near the end of the age of peace, faith again becomes lax.  Mankind simply cannot handle prosperity.

St. Vincent Ferrer: In the days of peace that are to come after the desolation of revolutions and wars – before the end of the world – Christians will become so lax in their religion that they will refuse the Sacrament of Confirmation, saying that “it is an unnecessary sacrament”; and when the false prophet, the precursor of Anti-Christ comes, all who are not confirmed will apostasize, while those who are confirmed will stand fast in their faith, and only a few will renounce Christ.

St. Methodius (fourth century): In the latter days of the world, Christians will become ungrateful for the great favors they will receive through the coming of the Great Monarch, by reason of the long period of peace and prosperity on earth which they will enjoy under his reign; Many men will begin to doubt if the Christian Catholic Faith is really the only sanctifying faith and will think that perhaps the Jews are right because they are yet awaiting the Messiah.

St. Bridget: An apparent sign that the Antichrist is coming will be when Christians love error and when the unjust tread spirituality and justice under foot.

St.Caesar of Arles:  But after an extended period of time [of peace] fervor will cool, iniquity will abound, and moral corruption shall become worse than ever before, which shall bring upon mankind the last and worse persecution of Antichrist, and the end of the world.

The end of the reign of the Great Monarch coincides with the end of the age of peace, the Roman Empire, and the rise of the Antichrist.  The King lays down his scepter at Mount Olivet.

Rabanus Maurus: After having governed well his kingdom, he [the Great King] shall go to Jerusalem, and lay down his scepter and crown on Mt. Olivet.  This shall be the conclusion of the Roman and Christian Empire.

St. Hildegard: The scepter will fall out of the trembling hand of him who sits on the throne [by this time the Great King will be a very old man].

St. Anselm: Who [the Great King] after he shall have happily governed his Kingdom, shall come to Jerusalem and lay down his scepter and crown on Mount Olivet.  He shall be the last and consummate [Emperor] of the Roman and Christian Empire.  And immediately thereupon [after he lays down his scepter and crown], according to the sentence of Paul, they [the Doctors] say Antichrist shall come.

Monk Adson:  After having wisely governed his kingdom, he [the Great Monarch] will go in the end to Jerusalem and will lay down his scepter and his crown upon the Mount of Olives.  Immediately afterwards, Antichrist will come.

Revelation 8,9

Revelation 8 and 9 do not mention Antichrist (the book has not yet mentioned him).  It could be the these chapters still refer to events during the Minor Chastisement.  That would mean that Chapter 7 does not apply to the age of peace.  It is my conjecture that events in Chapters 8 and 9 refer to events either leading up to Antichrist at the conclusion of the age of peace, or concurrent with the rise of Antichrist.  In any case, it is clear that the Major Chastisement during which Antichrist persecutes Jews and Christians will be accompanied by natural and supernatural forces.

Revelation Ch. 8 (starting with v. 5): 
Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth; and there were peals of thunder, voices, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets made ready to blow them. The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, which fell on the earth; and a third of the earth was burnt up, and a third of the trees were burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the fountains of water. The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died of the water, because it was made bitter. The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light was darkened; a third of the day was kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night. Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice, as it flew in midheaven, "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets which the three angels are about to blow!"

Revelation Ch. 9:

And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key of the shaft of the bottomless pit; he opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth; they were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green growth or any tree, but only those of mankind who have not the seal of God upon their foreheads; they were allowed to torture them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torture was like the torture of a scorpion, when it stings a man. And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death will fly from them. In appearance the locusts were like horses arrayed for battle; on their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' teeth; 
9: they had scales like iron breastplates, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle. They have tails like scorpions, and stings, and their power of hurting men for five months lies in their tails. They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit; his name in Hebrew is Abad'don, and in Greek he is called Apol'lyon. The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come. Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphra'tes." So the four angels were released, who had been held ready for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, to kill a third of mankind. The number of the troops of cavalry was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number. And this was how I saw the horses in my vision: the riders wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulphur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and sulphur issued from their mouths. By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulphur issuing from their mouths. For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; their tails are like serpents, with heads, and by means of them they wound. The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot either see or hear or walk; nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their immorality or their thefts.
About the Antichrist

Sister Bertina Bouquillon:  The end of time is approaching and the Antichrist will not delay his coming.  We will not see him, nor those who follow us, but those who come after the latter will be under his dominion.   [Can be read to refer to the centuries: Antichrist will not be in the 19th, nor the 20th, but in the 21st century – this is my own conjecture].

St. Paul: “Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship” [2 Thess 2: 2-4]

St. Robert Bellarmine: For all Catholics actually perceive Antichrist to be one certain man, but all the previously referenced heretics in a manner peculiar to them teach Antichrist not to be a single person, but rather [they teach] the Antichrist to be a single throne, or tyrannical kingdom, or the apostolic chair of those who preside over the [Catholic] Church.

Catechism: Before Christ’s second coming the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the faith of many believers.  The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the ‘mystery of iniquity’ in the form of a religious deception… The supreme religious deception is that of the Antichrist. (CCC#675)

St. John Damascene (8th Century) (teachings from Tradition): One should know that the Antichrist must come.  Antichrist, to be sure, is everyone who does not confess that the Son of God came in the flesh, is perfect God, and became perfect man while at the same time He was God.  In a peculiar and special sense, however, he who is to come at the consummation of the world is Antichrist.  So, it is first necessary for the Gospel to have been preached to all the Gentiles, as the Lord said, and then he shall come unto conviction of the impious Jews.  For the Lord said to them: “I am come in the name of the Father, and you receive me not; if another shall come in his own name, him you will receive.”  And the Apostle: “Because they receive not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  Therefore God shall send them the operation of error, to believe lying; that all may be judged who have not believed the truth but have consented to iniquity.

St. Augustine:  “Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail.”  The Psalmist sighs for the coming of the Judgment, but before it does come, Let the Gentiles, he asks, be judged in thy sight.  In secret that is, under the eye of God, since the Judgment is pronounced in God’s sight and only the handful of saints and just men are aware of it.  “Appoint, O Lord, a lawgiver over them.”  This if I am not mistaken, will be the Antichrist to whom the Apostle (Paul) refers in the words, “When the man of sin shall be revealed.”  Let the Gentiles know themselves to be but men; and since they refuse to be set free by the Son of God, to belong to the Son of Man and become sons of men, in other words new men, let them be slaves to a human being… since they are themselves but men

St. Ephraem: After iniquity shall have [subsequently] multiplied, and all creatures have become defiled, then Divine Justice shall appear, and shall wholly destroy the people, and coming forth from perdition, the man of iniquity shall be revealed upon the earth, the Seducer of men, and the disturber of the whole earth.

St. Jerome: Satan will exercise his influence over all the powers of Antichrist, both over those of his body and soul – namely over his will, his intellect and his memory.

St. Thomas Aquinas: As in Christ dwelt the fullness of the Godhead, so in Antichrist is the fullness of all wickedness.  Not indeed as if his humanity were assumed by the devil into unity of person, as the humanity of Christ is by the Son of God; but that the devil by suggestion infuses his wickedness more copiously into him [Antichrist] than into all others.

Antichrist takes control of the Roman Empire (which had been divided upon the end of the reign of the Great Monarch)

Daniel 7:7-8.  a fourth beast, terrible and dreadful and exceedingly strong; and it had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet.  It was different from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.  I considered the horns, and behold, there came upon them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots; and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.

Daniel 7:23-24.  Thus he said: As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all the kingdoms and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break it to pieces.  As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he shall be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings.  

Father Kramer (commentary on Revelation): The fourth beast is evidently the Roman Empire.  This fourth empire according to the angel is to become greater than all the foregoing.  That was not true of any of the kingdoms that succeeded Alexander [the Great]. It could only be true of the Roman Empire.  The empire represented by the fourth beast will in the end be divided into ten kingdoms.  This is a round number, the world’s number of completion.  In the description of that beast, the fourth empire blends into another empire of the future, with which the fourth beast does not fit the Kingdom of Seleucidae at all.  But it does not fit the (old) Roman Empire either in all details.  The ten horns will evidently be the principal kingdoms or empires that grew out of the ancient Roman Empire.  And lastly a godless one will subdue three of these ten empires; this has not occurred since Roman times, and it can point only to the future empire of the Antichrist.  The further illustration of his activities show the exposition of the Fathers to be obviously correct…and it is the only logical one.

Discussion on whether or not Antiochus Epiphanies IV was the fourth beast’s little horn (TTT): Higher critics tend to hold to this historical view.  But Birch points out otherwise (Antiochus may have been a typological figure, but not the referred to beast).  This argument was actually first proposed by the pagan Porphyry in his 15 volume “Against the Christians,” and was argued against by Jerome. Antiochus never had the power attributed to the fourth beast.  Giuseppi Ricciotti in “History of Israel” describes Antiochus’ kingdom as regional and diminished.  Rome actually vetoed his desire to invade Alexandria.  is reign was generally limited  to Syria.  He did persecute the Maccabees, but he did not devour the whole world by any stretch.  Msgr Ronald Knox states that he was not the tenth, but the eighth of his line, and the explanations as to the displacement of the 3 horns are forced.  The 1953 Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture adds that his death did not bring about the end of the Syrian domination over the Jews or the rise of a universal and abiding kingdom.  Antiochus was but a faint image of the Antichrist to come.  This is important, because if one accepts Antiochus as the little horn, one may historicize all of Daniel.

Cardinal Newman (commenting on his understanding of Church teaching): Now this fourth beast in Daniel’s vision is the Roman Empire; therefore ‘the beast’ on which the woman sat, is the Roman Empire… Further, the prophet Daniel explains the ten horns of the beast to be ‘ten kings shall arise’ out of this empire; in which John agrees, saying, ‘The ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet, but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.’

Daniel 8:23-25. And at the latter end of their rule, when the transgressors have reached their full measure, a king of bold countenance, one who understands riddles, shall arise. Without warning he shall destroy many; and he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes.

Revelation 13:1-8.  And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems upon its horns and a blasphemous name upon its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth followed the beast with wonder. Men worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?" 

Revelation 17:3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. 

Revelation 17:8-18. The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is to ascend from the bottomless pit and go to perdition; and the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will marvel to behold the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he comes he must remain only a little while. As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to perdition.  And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. These are of one mind and give over their power and authority to the beast; they will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful." And he said to me, "The waters that you saw, where the harlot is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues. And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the harlot; they will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and giving over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. And the woman that you saw is the great city which has dominion over the kings of the earth."

St. Cyril of Jerusalem: This aforementioned Antichrist is to come when the times of the Roman Empire have been fulfilled and the end of the world is drawing near.  There shall rise up together ten kings of the Romans, reigning in different parts, perhaps, but all reigning at the same time.  After these there shall be an eleventh, the Antichrist, who by the evil power of magic [false miracles] shall seize upon the Roman Power.  Of the kings who reigned before him, three shall be humble, and the remaining seven he shall have as subjects under him…

St. John Chrysostom: In the same way as those kingdoms which existed before the Roman Empire were destroyed (the Babylonian by the Persian, the Persian by the Greek, the Greek by the Roman), so will the Roman Empire be destroyed by Antichrist.  This will happen when the Roman Empire shall have been divided into ten kingdoms.

St. Jerome: Therefore, let us state what all the ecclesiastical writers have passed down, the following: At the consummation of the world, when the Kingdom of the Romans has been destroyed, when ten kings shall have divided the territory of the Romans between themselves, an eleventh [man] shall rise to [the kingship of] a small kingdom, who when he shall have overcome three of the ten kings, i.e. the kings of the Egyptians, of the Africans, and of the Ethiopians and consequently as we learn more manifestly – whom he shall have killed, the other seven kings shall submit their necks to the victor [the eleventh king].  

Antichrist’s “John the Baptist” – the False Prophet

Revelation 13:11-18.  Then I saw another beast which rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It works great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in the sight of men; and by the signs which it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast, it deceives those who dwell on earth, bidding them make an image for the beast which was wounded by the sword and yet lived; and it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so that the image of the beast should even speak, and to cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let him who has understanding reckon the number of the beast, for it is a human number, its number is six hundred and sixty-six.

Antichrist’s seduction of the Jewish people

Catholic Encyclopedia (1936) on the accepted teachings of the Fathers: Antichrist will be of Jewish extraction, of the tribe of Dan, will be circumcized, will rebuild Jerusalem and the Jewish Temple, in which he will set himself up as God.  Likewise, he is to begin his work of seduction among the Jews who will accept him as the Messiah.  Thus St. Irenaeus says of Antichrist: “Jeremiah does not merely point out his sudden coming, but he even indicates the tribe from which he shall come, where he says, ‘We shall hear the voice of his swift horses from Dan – he shall come and devour the earth.’”  St. Hippolytus, another bishop of the early Church, who suffered martyrdom in 235, wrote a treatise on Christ and Antichrist in which he says: “As Christ springs from the tribe of Judah, so Antichrist is to spring from the tribe of Dan.  And that the case stands thus, we see also from the words of Jacob, ‘Let Dan be a serpent, lying upon the ground, biting the horse’s heel.’  What is meant by the serpent but Antichrist.”

St. Anselm: Towards the end of the world Antichrist will draw the hearts of the Jews to him by his great generosity and sympathetic attitude so much that they will praise him as a demi-god.  The Jews will say to one another: “There is not a more virtuous, just and wise man than he to be found in our entire generation.  Of all men, he certainly will be able to rescue us from all our miseries.”

St. Irenaeus: The Antichrist will deceive the Jews to such an extent that they will accept him as the Messiah and worship him.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem: since the true Christ is to come a second time, the adversary makes use of the expectations of the simple, and especially of those of the circumcision; and he brings in a certain man who is a magician, and who is quite expert in sorceries and enchantments of beguiling craftiness.  This one shall seize the power of the Roman Empire, and shall falsely style himself Christ.  By the name of Christ he shall deceive the Jews, who are expecting the Anointed.

St. John Damascene (8th Century) (teachings from Tradition): Hence, the Jews did not receive the Lord Jesus Christ and God, although He was the Son of God, but the deceiver who says that he is God they will receive.  For, that he will call himself God, the angel who taught Daniel thus declares, ‘He will make no account of the gods of his fathers.’”  And the Apostle: “Let no man deceive you by any means; for unless there come a revolt first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth and is lifted up above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that sitteth in the temple of God,” he says – not, however, in ours, but in the former one, that of the Jews, for he will not come to us, but to the Jews (initially) – not for the sake of Christ and Christ’s, for which reason, also, he is called Antichrist.  

Antichrist makes a seven year agreement, presumably a leadership position

Daniel 9:27. And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week…

Antichrist’s war, and establishment of his palace in Jerusalem

Daniel 11.  He shall honor the god of fortresses instead of these; a god whom his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. He shall deal with the strongest fortresses by the help of a foreign god; those who acknowledge him he shall magnify with honor. He shall make them rulers over many and shall divide the land for a price. "At the time of the end the king of the south shall attack him; but the king of the north shall rush upon him like a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall come into countries and shall overflow and pass through.  He shall come into the glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall, but these shall be delivered out of his hand: Edom and Moab and the main part of the Ammonites. He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver, and all the precious things of Egypt; and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall follow in his train. But tidings from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he shall go forth with great fury to exterminate and utterly destroy many. And he shall pitch his palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy mountain.

The Antichrist’s Restoration of the Temple, and the proclamation of his divinity, espousing great blasphemy

Revelation Ch. 11:

Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told: "Rise and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample over the holy city for forty-two months. 


St. Hippolytus: The Savior raised up and showed his holy flesh like a temple, and he [Antichrist] will raise up a temple of stone in Jerusalem.

St. Irenaeus: At the time of his reign, Antichrist will command that Jerusalem be rebuilt in splendor, and will make it a great and populous city, second to none in the world and will order his palace to be built there.

St. Anselm: For, the Temple which Solomon built having been destroyed, in its place he (Antichrist) shall restore it, he shall circumcise himself, and he shall give forth the lie that he is the son of the omnipotent God.

St. Ephraem: The man of evil will prepare, and coming he will enter Jerusalem; he will build up and establish Zion [Jerusalem, or perhaps the Jewish faith], and will make himself God, and entering he will sit in the temple, as the Apostle has written, as if he were God.

St. Jerome: Nor do we think him to be the Devil or a demon (as some others do), but one of mankind in whom Satan shall dwell totally… his mouth uttering great boasts, for he is the man of sin the son of perdition, such that he will seat himself in the Temple as if he were God.

St. Paul (Thessalonians): so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.

St. Vincent Ferrer: Now he will be a veritable man, but so proud that, not only will he desire to have universal dominion in the whole world, but will even demand to be called a god, and will insist on receiving divine worship.

Daniel 11.  "And the king shall do according to his will; he shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is determined shall be done. He shall give no heed to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women; he shall not give heed to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all.

St. Hilary: Antichrist will teach that Jesus Christ is not the Son of God, but is the wickedest of all criminals.

Revelation 13. And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months; it opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven.

Antichrist will deceive everyone through his apparent miracles

Didache (2nd century): In the last days there will multiply false prophets and corruptors and they shall be changed into wolves of their flocks.  Charity will be converted into hatred.  There will be an increase in iniquity; men will mutually hate each other, they will persecute and betray each other and there will appear the deceiver of the world saying he is the son of God.  He will make signs and do miracles.  The earth will be given into his hands and he will do such iniquities as has never before been done throughout the centuries.  Therefore, what men have created will be cleansed by fire and many will be scandalized and will perish, but those who persevere in their faith will be saved from the evil one.

St. John Damascene (8th Century) (teachings from Tradition): “The gospel, then, must first be preached in all nations, ‘and then that wicked one shall be revealed; whose coming is according to the working of Satan, in all power and signs and lying wonders, in all seduction of iniquity to them that perish.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem: and he shall seduce the gentiles by his magical illusions.  

St. Vincent Ferrer: The first affliction to come on the world in a short space of time is the advent of the Antichrist, a diabolical man, who will bring distress on the whole world.  Again, Antichrist will direct his attacks against simple folk who, because their hearts are turned to Him in rectitude of intention, are so pleasing to God.  He will make use of magic, and produce lifelike apparitions, which are, after all, the merest trickery.  He will bring down fire from heaven, and make images speak, for the demon can cause their lips to move.  To all appearance, he will recall the dead spirit of your father, the phantom infants will seem to speak.

Bernardin de Busto: When a mother is carrying her infant in her arms or is laying it in its cradle, the babe will begin to speak and with clear and distinct voice will acknowledge the divinity of Antichrist, calling on its mother to completely abandon Christ and turn to Antichrist!  The child will reproach its parents for remaining godless and obstinate against Antichrist despite his many miracles.  O, what anguish of soul will such parents suffer!

St. Vincent Ferrer: You must know that Antichrist will perform other prodigies by the power of demons, and these will be true miracles according to the nature of things in themselves, but false in regard to the definition of miracle (i.e. by the power of God).  For he will cause images and babes of a month old to speak.  The followers of Antichrist will question these statues or babies, and they will make answer concerning this lord who has come in the latter times, affirming that he is the savior.  The devil will move their lips and form the words they utter when they declare Antichrist to be the true savior of the world; and in this way he will cause the destruction of many souls.

Antichrist will persuade learned men, as well as secular and religious leaders

St. Thomas Aquinas: He will pervert some in his day by exterior persuasion.

St. Vincent Ferrer: Those in the third category whom he will try to seduce are learned folk, such as masters and doctors of civil and canon law, who can argue and grasp proofs of things.  Against these Antichrist will weave spells of enchantment, bringing out the most subtle arguments, the most seductive reasoning, to render these learned men tongue-tied and incapable of answering.  It is not difficult to understand how this is done since the demon already holds their souls in the chains of sin; for the greater their knowledge the more heavily burdened will be their consciences if they do not live up to it.  If he can hold their souls in chains it is easy for him to bind a morsel of flesh like the tongue so that they cannot speak except what he chooses.

St. Vincent Ferrer: The remedy for this state of bondage is faith, which follows simple obedience and not argument or reasoning.  Argument may be good for the strengthening of the intelligence, but it is not the true foundation of faith.  Those whose faith rests on reason will lose it when they hear the specious reasoning of Antichrist.  Those on the contrary who rely on firm belief founded on obedience will reply, “Away with your arguments!  Such reasonings are not the grounds of my faith.”

St. Vincent Ferrer: The temporal lords and ecclesiastical prelates, for fear of losing power or position, will be on his side, since there will exist neither king nor prelate unless he wills it.

Antichrist persecutes the Church as well as the Jews

St. John Damascene (8th Century) (teachings from Tradition): Thus the devil does not himself become man after the Incarnation of the Lord – God forbid! – but a man is born of fornication and receives into himself the whole operation of Satan, for God permits the Devil to inhabit him, because He (God) foresees the future perversity of his will.

So, he is born of fornication, as we said, and is brought up unnoticed; but of a sudden he rises up, revolts, and rules.  During the first part of his reign – of his tyranny, rather – he plays more the part of sanctity; but when he gains complete control, he persecutes the Church of God and reveals all his wickedness.  And he shall come ‘in signs and lying wonders’ – sham ones and not real – and he will seduce those whose intention rests on a rotten and unstable foundation and make them abandon the Living God, ‘inasmuch as to scandalize (if possible) even the elect.’

St. Cyril of Jerusalem: He shall display against all men, and especially against us Christians, a spirit that is murderous and most cruel, merciless and wily.  For three years and six months only shall he be the perpetrator of such things.

Daniel 9:27. …and for half of the week he shall cause sacrifice and offering to cease; and upon the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate

St. Hildegard: For the latter times will be more evil and corrupt in the eyes of God.  The children of God will be persecuted by means most hateful in the eyes of God.  The throne of the last Roman Catholic Empire will crumble… Hence all justice will cease, or will be trodden under foot.

Daniel 7:21.  As I looked, this horn made war with the saints, and prevailed over them.

Daniel 7:25. He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand for a time, two times, and half a time.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (teaching from Tradition): And after these shall arise Antichrist… and having by the signs and lying wonders of his magical deceit, beguiled the Jews, as though he were the expected Christ, he shall afterwards characterize himself by all kinds of excesses of cruelty and lawlessness…And he shall perpetrate such things for three years and six months.

Jeanne le Royer: I had a vision – before the Father and the Son – both seated – a virgin of incomparable beauty, representing the Church was kneeling.  The Holy Ghost spread His wings over the virgin and two other persons.  The wounds of Our Lord seemed alive.  Leaning on the cross with one hand, He offered to His Father with the other hand the chalice that the virgin had given to Him.  She supported the Chalice that the Master held in the middle.  The Father placed on hand on the cup and raised the other to bless the virgin.  I noticed that the chalice was only half-filled with blood, and I heard these words spoken by the Savior at the moment of presentation: ‘I shall not be fully satisfied until I am able to fill it right up to the brim.’  I understood then that the contents of the chalice represented the blood of the early martyrs, and that this vision had reference to the last persecutions of the Christians, whose blood would fill the chalice, thereby completing the number of martyrs and predestined.  For at the end of time, there will be as many martyrs as in the early Church, and even more, for the persecutions will be far more violent.  Then the Last Judgment will no longer be delayed.

Daniel 8:13-14.  “For how long is the vision concerning the continual burnt offering, the transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be trampled under foot?”  And he said to him, “For two thousand and three hundred evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.”

Daniel 8:24-25. His power shall be great, and he shall cause fearful destruction, and he shall succeed in what he does, and destroy mighty men and the people of the saints.  By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind shall magnify himself.

Revelation 13. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and tongue and nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship it, every one whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain. 

The two witnesses will be Enoch and Elijah, who are currently awaiting their final ordeal in a place of paradise.  Enoch and Elijah will convert many, particularly the Jews

Ecclesiasticus 44:16:  Enoch pleased God, and was translated into paradise, that he may give repentance to the nations.

Malachi 4:5: Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the lord.  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers; lest I come, and strike the earth with anathema.

Revelation Ch. 11: 

And I will grant my two witnesses power to prophesy for one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands which stand before the Lord of the earth. And if any one would harm them, fire pours out from their mouth and consumes their foes; if any one would harm them, thus he is doomed to be killed. They have power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to smite the earth with every plague, as often as they desire.

St. Irenaeus (citing Tradition): The disciples of the Apostles say that they [Enoch and Elijah], whose living bodies were taken up from this world, have been placed in an earthly paradise, where they will remain until the end of the world.

St. Augustine: “And, behold, I will send you Elijah the Thesbite before the great and signal day of the Lord come: and he shall turn the heart of the father to the son, and the heart of a man to his next of kin, lest I come and utterly smite the earth.”  It is a familiar theme in the conversation and heart of the faithful that in the last days before the judgment the Jews shall believe in the true Christ, that is, our Christ, by means of this great and admirable prophet Elijah who shall expound the law to them.  For not without reason do we hope that before the coming of our judge and Savior, Elijah shall come, because we have good reason to believe that he is now alive.  For, as Scripture most distinctly informs us, he was taken up from this life in a chariot of fire.  When therefore, he is come, he will give a spiritual explanation of the law which the Jews at present understand carnally, and shall thus, ‘turn the heart of the father to the son’ that is, the heart of the fathers to their children; and the meaning is, that the sons, that is, the Jews, shall understand the law as the fathers, that is, the prophets, and among them Moses himself, understood it… that the Jews also, who had previously hated, should then love the Son who is our Christ.

St. Ephraem (4th/5th Century): And when the son of perdition has drawn to his purpose the whole world, Enoch and Elijah shall be sent that they may confute the Evil one.

St. Hildegard: Enoch and Elijah will be instructed by God in a most secret manner in Paradise.  God reveals to them the actions and condition of men that they may regard them with eyes of compassion.  Because of this special preparation, these two holy men are more wise than all the wise men on the earth taken together.  God will give them the task of opposing Antichrist and of bringing back those who have strayed from the way of salvation.  Both of these men will say to people: ‘This accursed one [Antichrist] has been sent by the devil to lead men astray and into error; we have been preserved by God in a hidden place, where we did not experience the sorrows of men, but God has now sent us to combat the heresy of this son of perdition.’  They will go into all cities and villages where previously Antichrist had broadcasted his heresies, and by the power of the Holy Spirit will perform wonderful miracles so that all nations will greatly marvel at them.  Thus, as to a wedding feast, Christians will hasten to death by martyrdom, which the son of perdition will have prepared for them in such numbers that those murderers will be unable even to count the slain; then the blood of these martyrs will flow like rivers.

Blessed Dionysius of Leutzenburg (17th Century): Enoch and Elijah will be borne with the speed of lightning in a fiery chariot from Paradise to Jerusalem.  There they will hasten into the Temple and announce that this godless being who is being honored in the Temple is he whom the prophets have foretold is the Antichrist.  The two prophets will publicly denounce him.  They will reveal their own identity and will prove from Holy Scripture that their appearance on earth was promised by God.  Elijah will preach principally to the Jews and Enoch to the Mohammedans and other nations.

Sister Mechtild (d. 1301): Both are in Paradise, living in blessed happiness.  An angel will lead Enoch and Elijah out of Paradise. The transparency and bliss that their bodies possessed there will then disappear… As soon as they behold the earth they will become afraid, just as people do whom, when they first behold the sea, do not know how they will be able to traverse it.  

St. John Damascene (Tradition): And Enoch and Elijah the Thesbite will be sent and they shall ‘turn the heart of the fathers to the children,’ that is to say, turn the synagogue to our Lord Jesus Christ and the preaching of the Apostles.  And they will be destroyed by him (Antichrist).

St. Robert Bellarmine (Tradition): For it must be known that in the divine letters (Scripture), the Holy Spirit to have given us six sure signs concerning the coming of Antichrist: two which precede Antichrist himself, namely the preaching of the Gospel in the whole world, and the devastation of the Roman Empire: the two contemporaneous men (the Two Witnesses), which it is to be seen prophesied Enoch and Elijah, and the greatest and last persecution, and also that the public sacrifice (of the Mass) shall completely cease, the two following (signs) surely, the death of the Antichrist after three and a half years (after his rise to power) and the end of the world; none of which signs we have seen at this time.

St. Robert Bellarmine: The third demonstration arises from the coming of Enoch and Elijah, who live even now and shall live until they shall come to oppose Antichrist himself, and to preserve the elect in the faith of Christ, and in the end shall convert the Jews, and it is certain that this has not yet been fulfilled.

Enoch and Elijah and the ark of the covenant

2 Maccabees 2:6-8:  Then some of them that followed him [Jeremiah], came up to mark the place, but they could not find it.  And when Jeremiah perceived it, he blamed them saying, ‘The place shall be unknown, till God gather together the congregation of the people [the Jews] and receive them to mercy.’  And then the Lord will show these things and the majesty of the Lord shall appear.

Blessed Dionysius of Luetzenburg: After the discovery of the Ark of the Covenant, Enoch and Elijah will restore the Holy Sacrament of the Altar; Because of the fact that the Ark of the Covenant will be in the possession of the two holy prophets and not in Antichrist’s hands, the Jews will recognize that Jesus Christ is the true Messiah.  A great throng of Jews from all lands will then make their way to Mt. Nebo.

After their task is accomplished, they will die by Antichrist’s hand

Revelation Ch. 11: 

And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that ascends from the bottomless pit will make war upon them and conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which is allegorically called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. For three days and a half men from the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. 

St. John Damascene (Tradition): And Enoch and Elijah the Thesbite will be sent and they shall ‘turn the heart of the fathers to the children,’ that is to say, turn the synagogue to our Lord Jesus Christ and the preaching of the Apostles.  And they will be destroyed by him (Antichrist).

The resurrection and ascension of Enoch and Elijah

But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up hither!" And in the sight of their foes they went up to heaven in a cloud. And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

St. Hildegard (private prophecy from God): After Enoch and Elijah suffer physical death…the spirit of life will reawaken them, raise them up into the clouds, and the rejoicing of that man’s [Antichrist’s] followers will change into fear, sorrow and dismay.

The importance of the conversion of Israel

Catechism: The glorious Messiah’s coming is suspended at every moment of history until His recognition by ‘all Israel,’ for ‘a hardening has come upon part of Israel’ in their unbelief toward Jesus… The ‘full inclusion’ of Jews in the Messiah’s salvation, in the wake of ‘the full number of the Gentiles’ will enable the People of God to achieve ‘the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ’ in which ‘God may be all in all.’  (CCC#674.  This passage cites Romans 11:20-26, Matthew 23:39, Romans 11:12,25 and Luke 21:24.)

With the death of the two witnesses, all of heaven prepares for and announces the final victory to come

Revelation, Chapter 11:
The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come. Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever." And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, "We give thanks to thee, Lord God Almighty, who art and who wast, that thou hast taken thy great power and begun to reign. The nations raged, but thy wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, for rewarding thy servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear thy name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth." Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple; and there were flashes of lightning, voices, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.

Revelation Ch. 14: 

Then I looked, and lo, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; the voice I heard was like the sound of harpers playing on their harps, and they sing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who had been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste; it is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes; these have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are spotless. Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, for the hour of his judgment has come; and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the fountains of water." Another angel, a second, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of her impure passion." And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If any one worships the beast and its image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also shall drink the wine of God's wrath, poured unmixed into the cup of his anger, and he shall be tormented with fire and sulphur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up for ever and ever; and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name." Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!" 

God’s wrath poured upon the earth

Revelation Ch. 14:

Then I looked, and lo, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat upon the cloud, "Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe." So he who sat upon the cloud swung his sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. And another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. Then another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has power over fire, and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, "Put in your sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe." So the angel swung his sickle on the earth and gathered the vintage of the earth, and threw it into the great wine press of the wrath of God; and the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the wine press, as high as a horse's bridle, for one thousand six hundred stadia.

Revelation Ch. 16:

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God." So the first angel went and poured his bowl on the earth, and foul and evil sores came upon the men who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The second angel poured his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a dead man, and every living thing died that was in the sea. The third angel poured his bowl into the rivers and the fountains of water, and they became blood. And I heard the angel of water say, "Just art thou in these thy judgments, thou who art and wast, O Holy One. For men have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink. It is their due!" And I heard the altar cry, "Yea, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are thy judgments!" The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch men with fire; men were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues, and they did not repent and give him glory. The fifth angel poured his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was in darkness; men gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores, and did not repent of their deeds. The sixth angel poured his bowl on the great river Euphra'tes, and its water was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. 

Antichrist and the false prophet react with a war stance

Rev. 16: And I saw, issuing from the mouth of the dragon and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet, three foul spirits like frogs; for they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. ("Lo, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is he who is awake, keeping his garments that he may not go naked and be seen exposed!") And they assembled them at the place which is called in Hebrew Armaged'don. 

St. Hippolytus: In those times, dew will not fall from the heavens nor rain from the clouds, nor will the earth bear any fruits.  The sea will reek with a fearful stench because the rivers will have dried up and fresh water will no longer flow into it from the mountain torrents.  Pestilence will spread over the world and, because there will be but few people left alive to bury the dead, the earth in many localities will be strewn with corpses.  Unconsolable mourning, wailing and weeping will prevail everywhere.  Men will consider those fortunate who died before them.  Finally, men will seek help from Antichrist and, because he will not be able to aid them, will come to the realization that he is not God.  When finally they understand how grossly he has deceived them, they will seek Jesus Christ.  People will then cast away gold and silver and no one will even stop to pick it up.

God’s special wrath against ‘Babylon’ – probably Jerusalem where Antichrist resided

Rev. 16: The seventh angel poured his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" And there were flashes of lightning, voices, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as had never been since men were on the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered great Babylon, to make her drain the cup of the fury of his wrath. And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found; and great hailstones, heavy as a hundred-weight, dropped on men from heaven, till men cursed God for the plague of the hail, so fearful was that plague.

Revelation Ch. 18:

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority; and the earth was made bright with his splendor. And he called out with a mighty voice, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! It has become a dwelling place of demons, a haunt of every foul spirit, a haunt of every foul and hateful bird; for all nations have drunk the wine of her impure passion, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich with the wealth of her wantonness." Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues; for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. Render to her as she herself has rendered, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double draught for her in the cup she mixed. As she glorified herself and played the wanton, so give her a like measure of torment and mourning. Since in her heart she says, `A queen I sit, I am no widow, mourning I shall never see,' so shall her plagues come in a single day, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she shall be burned with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who judges her." And the kings of the earth, who committed fornication and were wanton with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning; they will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, "Alas! alas! thou great city, thou mighty city, Babylon! In one hour has thy judgment come." And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo any more, cargo of gold, silver, jewels and pearls, fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet, all kinds of scented wood, all articles of ivory, all articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. "The fruit for which thy soul longed has gone from thee, and all thy dainties and thy splendor are lost to thee, never to be found again!" The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud, "Alas, alas, for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, bedecked with gold, with jewels, and with pearls! In one hour all this wealth has been laid waste." And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off  and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, "What city was like the great city?"  And they threw dust on their heads, as they wept and mourned, crying out, "Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! In one hour she has been laid waste. Rejoice over her, O heaven, O saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!" Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "So shall Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and shall be found no more; and the sound of harpers and minstrels, of flute players and trumpeters, shall be heard in thee no more; and a craftsman of any craft shall be found in thee no more; and the sound of the millstone shall be heard in thee no more; and the light of a lamp shall shine in thee no more; and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall be heard in thee no more; for thy merchants were the great men of the earth, and all nations were deceived by thy sorcery. And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on earth."

The defeat of Antichrist

Revelation Ch. 19:

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems; and he has a name inscribed which no one knows but himself. He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, followed him on white horses. From his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to smite the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, King of kings and Lord of lords. Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly in mid-heaven, "Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great." And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who sits upon the horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had worked the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulphur. And the rest were slain by the sword of him who sits upon the horse, the sword that issues from his mouth; and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.

St. Thomas Aquinas: For St. Michael shall kill him (Antichrist) on Mount Olivet from whence Christ ascended.

St. Hildegard (private prophecy from God): Then the son of corruption will gather together a large group of people in order that is glory can be openly shown forth.  He will attempt to walk through the heavens so that any remnant of the Catholic Faith that might still remain throughout the world [as a result of his ascension into heaven] might completely disappear.  In the sight of the crowds standing around and listening [to Antichrist], he will order the higher strata of the sky to lift him up during his ascension into heaven, and the words of My loyal servant Paul will be fulfilled, and these are the words which Paul, who is full of the spirit of truth, says, ‘and the Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of his mouth and will destroy him with his glorious appearance at his coming [2 Thessalonians 2:8].  …When the son of corruption ascends on high through diabolical trickery, he will be thrust down again by the Divine Power.  The fumes of sulphur and pitch will consume him such that the crowds standing nearby will flee into the mountains for protection.  Such abject fear will seize all who see and hear these things that they will reject the Devil and his [spiritual] son [Antichrist] and be converted to the true faith through Baptism.

Didache (2nd century): Then there will appear the signs of truth.  First, the sign of the open heaven; second, the sign of the trumpets; third, the resurrection of the dead, but, not all according to what has been said.  The Lord will come and all the saints with Him.  Then the world will see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven.

Daniel 8:25. Without warning he shall destroy many; and he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes; but by no human hand, he shall be broken.  

Daniel 9:27.  until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.

Daniel 11:45. yet he shall come to his end, with none to help him.

St. John Damascene (8th Century) (teachings from Tradition): whom the Lord shall kill with the words of His mouth and shall destroy with the coming of His brightness.’

St. John Damascene (8th Century) (teachings from Tradition): Then the Lord will come from heaven in the same way that the Holy Apostles saw Him going into Heaven, perfect God and perfect man, with glory and power; and he shall destroy the man of iniquity, the son of perdition, with the spirit of His mouth.  So, let no one expect the Lord to come from the earth, but from Heaven, as He Himself has positively assured us.

Revelation Ch. 20:

and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulphur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 


Final Judgment

Revelation Ch. 20:

Then I saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, by what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all were judged by what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire; and if any one's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

St. John Damascene (8th Century): And so, with our souls again united to our bodies, which will have become incorrupt and put of incorruption, we shall rise again and stand before the terrible judgment seat of Christ.  And the Devil and his demons, and his man, which is to say, the Antichrist, and the impious sinners will be given over to everlasting fire, which will not be a material fire such as we are accustomed to, but a fire such as God might know.

Regarding the Millennium vs. the end of time occurring after Antichrist:

And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years… They came to life, and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended… they shall reign with him a thousand years.  And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be loosed from his prison.   (Revelation 20:2, cf.4, 5, 6-7)  [A literal interpretation of the saints ruling with Christ physically on earth for 1000 years is called Millenarianism, Millenarism, or Chiliasm.  Some early Fathers did adhere to some version of a 1000 year reign.  Origen in the East and Jerome and Augustine in the West discredited it.  Apollinaris (376 AD) was the last Eastern adherent, but in 381 he was condemned as a heretic on other grounds.  Augustine had originally accepted a modified form of the idea, but later rejected it.  Due to the lack of a uniform teaching among all Fathers, this doctrine was addressed and formalized.   From the Catechism: The Church has rejected even modified forms of this falsification of the kingdom to come under the name of millenarianism, especially the ‘intrinsically perverse’ political form of secular messianism. (CCC#676)] 

St. Robert Bellarmine: The sixth demonstration arises from the last sign, that follows Antichrist, which shall be the consummation of the world.  For Antichrist shall come a short time before the end of the world…after Antichrist at once comes the last judgment…the future reign of Antichrist shall be of one thousand two hundred and ninety days duration… Matthew 24: This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world, and then shall come the consummation (of the world)’ that is, a little after [Antichrist] shall come the end of the world.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger: Both Chiliasm [the teaching of a Millennium] and Montanism were declared heretical and were excluded from the universal church; for they both denied this vision [the ‘Christ is the end of the ages’ vision] and awaited still another period of more definitive salvation to follow after the age of Christ.

Some suggest that a Millennial teaching was promulgated at the Council of Nicea.  In fact, there were only three documents promulgated, none of which refer to any teaching on the Millennium.  Some Fathers of the Church did discuss this possibility, and are used by those who adhere to this theory.  But there was NOT uniform agreement on this, and it is also an issue that the Church has ruled on, as can be seen in the Catechism.  Like many issues, there was disagreement/discussion as certain doctrines developed and were eventually ruled on by the Church.  As an example, Justin is quoted as saying “there will be a resurrection of the dead and a thousand years in Jerusalem.”  But he goes on to recognize that this opinion is not universal: “I signify to you that many who belong to the pure and pious faith and are true Christians believe otherwise.”  Papias is sometimes referred to, even by some Fathers, as having received millennial teaching directly from St. John the Apostle.  However, Papias himself, according to Eusebius of Caesarea, makes clear in “Historia Ecclesia” that he did not hear any of the apostles speak about a millennium.

Some suggest there will be a Rapture (taking up of Christians) prior to Antichrist.  The Catholic teaching of this, which is based on Matthew 24:40-41, is that this refers to the Second Coming of Christ.

Vatican II expounds on the Church teaching: Already the final age of the world is with us and the renewal of the world is irrevocably under way; it is even now anticipated in a certain real way, for the Church on earth is endowed already with a sanctity that is real though imperfect.  However, until there be realized new heavens and a new earth in which justice dwells the pilgrim Church, in its sacraments and institutions, which belong 
to this present  age, carries the mark of this world which will pass, and she takes her place among creatures which groan and travail yet and await the revelation of the sons of God.

St. Jerome: The Jews, and our own semi Jews (Christians who make the same mistake), who expect a golden and bejeweled Jerusalem from heaven, claim that these things will take place in a thousand year reign,…that is to say those who long for earthly pleasures…whose god is their belly.

St. Hildegard: The son of perdition will come when the day declines and the sun sinks, that is when the end of time arrives and the world loses its stability.

OTHER PRIVATE REVELATION

There are other well-know private revelations that are not referenced yet in this summary.  Here are a few of them with an explanation as to why they are not referenced:

Medjugorje

Probably the most well-known modern-day apparition site is Medjugorje.  This has very devout followers as well as harsh critics.  Some of the harshest critics are the local bishops, which out of obedience is a cause for real concern.  It should be stated, however, that the Vatican has neither approved nor condemned the events at Medjugorje, and has even superseded the local bishops in their stance to an extent, assigning the events to a higher-level board.  The Church does not permit organized pilgrimages from ecclesiastical sources, but does permit the faithful to visit.  One of the troubling aspects of Medjugorje is the sheer multitude of messages, which have been occurring for over twenty years.  There are also a few incidents regarding the seers that are troublesome, as well.  However, there have also been scientific and psychological evaluations that indeed indicate that something unexplainable is occurring.  In addition, one cannot deny the spiritual fruit produced by many visitors who have experienced a conversion experience on their pilgrimages.  

Each visionary is given “secrets” which are only to be revealed after all the visionaries receive all ten secrets.  For placing messages in a prophetic timeline, then, even if I were to use these messages, they would add little.  There have been a few general prophetic messages regarding a sign to appear at a future date.  Any detailed messages are presumably part of the secrets to be revealed in the future.  Given the lack of clear prophecy, as well as the uncertain standing of this message with regard to Church approbation, Medjugorje is not part of this summary.  In obedience to the Church, not speculation is made here as to actual authenticity, or lack thereof, of these events.  That is best left to the proper Church authorities.

St. Malachy’s list of Popes

One of the more popular prophecies is the list of Popes by St. Malachy.  Presumably, St. Malachy wrote a brief, somewhat poetic, description of all future Popes, which were uncovered a few centuries later in the Vatican archives.  The list seems to suggest that we are nearing the end of the list.  While this is intriguing, it adds little value to this prophetic discussion because (a) there is no statement that says the list includes every Pope.  We know that the last Pope is referred to as a Great Pope, which is in line with Catholic prophecy.  But there is not a statement anywhere that says there cannot be any number of Pope’s between the end of the list and the last Pope.  (2) there is a very real question about whether or not the list is a forgery.  I will not engage in such speculation here.

Words From Jesus

A supposed visionary in Minnesota has a website www.wordsfromjesus.com.  While interesting, and while there is support from her spiritual director, there is not Church approbation on these visions.  I simply will not speculate about authenticity.  I personally have not seen anything that contradicts Church teaching, but will also not make a judgment on my own.

Father Stefano Gobbi

Father Gobbi, a Catholic Priest, has supposedly received interior locutions since 1972.  He has been under spiritual direction, which has deemed his locutions authentic.  There has been no other word from Rome regarding this.  A letter that seemed to question authenticity from the Congregation of Divine Faith was later clarified to be a specific monsignor’s position, and not that of the Congregation.  There have, however, been critics who question whether or not specific prophecies have not come true.  One problem in this assessment could be the conditional nature of such prophecies, but there are also some healthy skepticism as well.  In the end, since the Church has not ruled on this, Father Gobbi’s locutions will not be considered.  Should his locutions be approved, they would add value to the clarity of some future events.

Sister Maria Esperanza

Sister Maria Esperanza recently passed away.  Many considered her the greatest current living mystic, and she also bore the stigmata.  It is believed that she asked God to take on some of Pope John Paul II’s suffering, after which she developed symptoms of Parkinsons.  It is widely believed that she will someday be beatified, and that her apparitions will be held in favorable view.  Until that time, the apparitions will not be included in this summary.  There seems to be little reason to believe this holy person’s visions cannot be considered authentic.  However, her prophetic visions do include a few additional elements not included above, so it is best to be cautious before assigning heavy weight to them.

Our Lady of Garabandal

These 20th century apparitions supposedly occurred in Spain.  Four young girls - Conchita, Jacinta, Mari Loli and Mari Cruz - claimed that the Virgin Mary appeared to them hundreds of times. The messages from the Blessed Mother, according to the visionaries, were urgent pleas for conversion so as to avoid a global chastisement. The local bishop doubted the apparitions, but the case has yet to be closed by the Catholic Church.  Like Medjugorje, until the Church rules on this, it will not be included.  An interesting aspect of Garabandal does include particular prophecies that must occur within next generation.  It is likely that the Church is waiting to see if any of these occur before ruling.  

Others

There are many other claims of apparitions, locutions, messages, etc.  Many of these may well be authentic.  I have focused here on only some of the most well-known.  For most of these private revelation claims, it is simply too early to tell if they are authentic, and it is not my place to make such a judgment.  The focus here are those that have stood the test of time, and which have a good argument towards authenticity either in Church approval of the apparition or recognition of the person by the Church.  With modern visionaries, we are simply at the mercy of time.

A note on the “Illumination of conscience”

No prophecy in the summary refers to a supposed event that could occur that is an act of mercy from God.  This would be a moment in which every human person, through a divine act of God, will allow each person to see his or her soul as God sees it.  Each person can use this moment of extreme difficulty to repent of his or her sins and come back to God, or to ignore it and continue living apart from God.   This is a relatively new event that is in some modern prophecies, including Father Gobbi, Sister Maria Esperanza, and the person responsible for the Words From Jesus messages.  I mention it not as something approved, but as a side note.  I will not discuss it in detail.  The apparent reason for this event would be a final attempt by God to bring about a mass conversion in the hearts of men.  It is speculated that this event could spur a conversion that could eliminate the Minor Chastisement and bring about the age of peace. This is worth knowing, but will not be treated at the same level as other prophecies until some act of approbation by the Church regarding this topic or a source of such a message occurs.

